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PREFACE. 


PEE; 
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yet if thou wouldſt know oh; Au- 
thor, he is an Englifh-Man; 


Fur therefare: obliged to-this. Country, and: the 


Laws that made him Free. 


T hat fingle Conſideration were enouph. to 
command this- Undertaking ;. for- "tis to per-- 


ſwade. bu Gountry;'e Men ts bs delivered of 


tbe greateſt Yoke. a Nation can well Suffer 


wnaer ; Penal Laws for Religion, . Tmean. 


And 


O matter who, but what ; and: 


- The Preface; 
e/And-now thou haſt, both. the who, at 
what; If thou art Wile. and _ thou 
F art above my Epethiter, and; more my Flat- 

| teries . * If: not, I amin'the Right. 70. bet-; "mm 


alone. ';Read; Think and Judges, ' Liber - 
ty, Engliſh, aud Chriſtian, all tha s rs ſite 


in the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


Adieu, | by 


055 


a Of 
; WA. 5. ” EF EE ! 
' $ | = om þ ; \ ry 
Good Advice, #c: 
- 'Þs - 


PART L 


Muſt own, it is my Aver{ion. at this time, 'to-metdle 
with Publick Matters, and :;yet-myDuty to the Publick 
. wiltnot let me beSileat.; They that move by Princi- 
' ples muſt-not regard Times-nor iFaitions, but what is 
- -jaft, and what is honourable; and that no Man ought 
bt to.Scruple, nor no Timenor- Intereſt to Conteſt, - IF 
The ſingle Queſtion-T go. upon,aad which does immediately 
-concern and exerciſe .the Minds: ofthe Thinking, as well as 
Talking Men of this Kingdom, is, whether it be fit ro repeal the 
Penal Laws and Tefts, in matters of Religion, or not, I take 
© the Affirmative of the Queſtion, and humbly -ſubmit-my Rea- 
Tons to every reaſonable Conſcience. - [ay reaſonable, becauſs 
That which knows not-its own Duty,Principles and Intereſt, 
- 4SNot {o, and That which is-not willing to doto others as -it 
would be done by, leſs deſerves to be thought ſo. 


_ Now there are three ſorts of People that will find them- . 
JS Jelves concerned.in this Queſtion; 7he Church of England,;the 


Roman Catholick, and the Proteitant Diſſenter, and theſe make 
\AT) -uUp the whole Body of the Kingdom:; If it appearto be their 
b Duty,:Principles and Intereſt, the Queſtion is gain'd, and -no 
body is left to complain ; and if Iammiltaken, it is with ſo 
great an inclination to ſerye themall, that their good nature 
Re catmotbut plead .my. Excue, -eſpecially when they conſider I 
: -ath neither moy'd by .Hopes ger Fears. Private Loſs or Gain 
being farther from my.thought, _ hope they are from - 
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"| good Underlianding, 
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thor of it. 
' It was he that-laid not his Religion in worldly Empire, nor 
uſed the Methods. of worldly Princes to propagate it ; as it 
came .from: Heaven, -{o that-only ſhould have the Honour of 
proteQting and promoting it. . His 'whole buſineſs to man- 
kind, from firſt to laſt, was Love. *T was firſt Love in his 
Father .ta ſend him ( as St. John teaches) God ſo lovea the 
World-that:he: fext his Sou, - &c; It was love\.in Jeſus Chriſt 
to come.on that; Arrand;; that he,,who thought it 0 Robbery to. 
be equal with' God, ſhould take the form of. a Servant to adopt 
#s Chiliren , and. make bimſelf” of. no. Reputation mith the 
©. Wald; 
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World, that he might make us of Reputation with God" his 
Fathes.. 'I% , by - l . —_ 
. And he did not only come in much 'Love, but preach't it 
and preſt it both to Friends and Foes ; Love one another, Love 
Enemies, do good to them that hate: you, forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt you; « what you would that other Men ſhould 
do unto you, 'ao' that 'unto them ; by theſe things ſhall all Mex 
know you are my Diſciples-; « for: I came not to deſtroy Mens 
Lires,'mo, not for Religion itſelf; for my Kjzgnom, Power, 
Force, Weapons, and ViCttory are #ot of this World, In all this 
Love prevails. It was his great, his new, his laſt Command- 
meng; of-all his Diſciples, the moſt perſued by his beloved 
One, that/in his Boſomhadlearn'd his Heart, as his Divine 
*WhErine of Love'in his Epiſtle tells us. | k = 
" 'As he liv'd in Love, ſo he'idied in Love, with us, and for 
us,! and” that while we were rebellious too; 'ay,. he:pray'd and 
dy'd? for them -who- put him to Death: ſhewing vs (ſays 
StoPrrer Jian Example that we alfefbould follow his Steps. And 
what are they? doubtleſs the Steps of Love, the Path he trod:: 
1 0 do'good to Mankind, Enemies as well as Frieads, that we 
may be like our heavenly Father, that cauſes. his Sun t6:ſbine, 
and his Rain#0 fall 'upon' the 'Fuit : and 'Unjuit: This muſt 
be. the: Apoltles meaning,i: forthe ret -of his 'Paſſhon' was 
Inimitable, -* + Oi! ttt 7 het; 
* Now'ifthis be the Do#rine of Chriſt, the Nature of Chriit- 
anity, the Pratticeiof the Primitive Church, that, like Adam, 
war Createtin full Srrensth,, Beauty aud Wiſdom, and fo an 
F.xample to facceeding ag of Religion, and to which-we ſs 
often refer as our Original; with what Pretence to a Chriſtian 
Conſcience can any one ſtickle' to keep Twprifonina, Baniſh. 
#7; Tmptroeriſbing , Hanging and Quartering Lawt. on foot 
for Rehgion Jake, butieſpecially-againſt fuchasare by-Creed 
apr themſdives.. 19 
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T-know: the Cife is put hard by. thoſe that have the Laws. 
en their ſide, He do this. to ſave owr ſelves; but an harder 
Caſe than Chriſts can ever be--put, whoke-Anſwer in/his, . 
ought- to reſolve: theirs fully. . | | 

Chriſt-is-ſentby his Father for the Szlvationof the-World : 
He iatroduces.aud proves his. Miſſion. by. Miracles, and. the 
reat Artthority 'of his. Word: and Doftrine ;. His Followers 
ily. ſatisfied who he: was,. whence he:came, what-he taught, 
and how eminently confirnvd;grew.impatient:at ContradiQai-- 
an; . they could nat. bear the. leaſt. Diſſent ;-far when, ſome of 
== ones yes refuled - Coda aur ering” 9 they. 
en IC: e was going; or Feruſatem,thex of their.greatelt. 
averhon ;' theſe Diſciples weroforkiazing taxa Wan þ from 
his Mouth, and they would, _in- imitation- of: El/jsh,  have* 
called: for - Fire. from: Heauen'| to have deſtrey.d them. . But he. 
tmrned-and rebuked them; aud aid, ye know: not: what manner of 
Spirit ze:are of, on the. 'Sox..of Man:i5:not cometo Teſtrop 
DMers Lives but\ to: $9abe them... This Anſwer is .to purpoſe, . 
and fo: all times, tobe ſure Chriſtian: ones; -and*the Higher 


the Pretentions.of any Party. ave.to. Chriſtianity ,-the: more 


inexcufable if they praRice the contrary.....'Would not Chriſt - 
then hurt themchat refuſed him, and can-we hurtiour Neigh» - 
bors for, not” receiving; us ?. He:&bnd ;that-Spirit . in” his- 
Diſciples, and ſhall we uphold theJame Spirit,.. and that. by | 
Law too, which hecondemaed by: bis Goſpel? [This is killing - 


for Gods {ake,exprelly charg'd by Chritt with Impiety: _ They 


fball thizk, ſays he to his Nuſciples; .they. do (God good ſervice, to- 
&ily ou; 'wehoſhould think'{o.? ' why the Chriſtian Perſecutors. 
is it their:Property todo ſo ?-yes, what {hall one think then of 
choſe Chriſtians that profels it... | | 
The Fews were gricvoully puniſlied of: God, for that abo- 
mination of- ſacrificing their, Children..to .Moloch, but thele 
Laws, though they change the QbjeQ,: they have. not mage 
BR © x is 


| 05) 

' the Sin; for'they offer up Mar, Woman and Child; and tho they 
fay "tis #0:Goa, no matter for that, ſince it makes their -Caſe 
worſe, for-*tis to imagine that ſo good, ſo juſt, ſo ſenſible, fo 
merciful a Beeing can take pleaſure in fo much Cruelty, Well, 
but if we muff not knock Folks on the Head, what 'muft we do with 
them? Take ar Anſwer at the Mouth of Truth and Wiſdom. 
Let the'T ears auda'Wheat grow topether till the Harwe#f ;, whats 
that? he tells you,-'is the'end ofthe World ; :{o that whatever 
the Church: of Ezgland 15, tis-certain Chriſt is for a Tolera- 
tion; and:is-DoCtrine.is always in-Faſhion ; ' what he was, he 
is,and will bez-he-went. not by Reaſons-of State, onCuſtoms - 
of Gountries;.his Judgment. was better builr,c who-came to 
giveLatw, andnot:toreceiveit, and tis a Light and Rale to 
all times: . And He that loves Father, or Mother, or Wife, or 
Chiladrez; br Houſe, or Land better than'him,' that is, his Do- 
@&rize:(:of which this 1s'ſa great a' part. ) 25. not worthy of him ;; 
and I fear no other:Reaſoninduces the. Church of Exglazd to 
decline it... IS) <3 | 

To confirm- what has been faid;: tho-I deſign Brevity, let 
me not-loſe another Paſſage very pregnant to our purpoſe ; 
when his Difciples had' accomphſht their firit Miſhon, at their 
return they gave.him the Hiitory of their 'Travels: Among 
the reſt; they tell'him of one. they met with, that in his Name 
caſt out Devils, but becauſe he would not folow- with them, - 

they: forbad him ; here 15at leaſt a Diflenting Chrittian,: tho - 
| a.Behiever, yet it ſeems not one of that cloſer Congregation ; - 


wealſo ſee their Zeal and Sentence. Bur whatſays the-Maſcer, 
' yet alive, and with them, the infallible Doctor, in whole - 
Mouth was no Guile, who had not theSpirit by meaſure, and 
was the great Wiſdom of God to his People,. was he-of the 
fame mind, or did he leave them without rale.in the Pojat ? 
His Anſwer is this. - And Jefus ſaid to them, forbid Hint not, - 
for he that is not againit us is for ns,” The Protubition is _ 
| os 
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_ off; and their Judgment revers'd,and from his,to be ſure, there 
. lies no Appeal. -- For tho a Power of Deciſion wereallow'dto 
ſome one or more on Earth, in matters obſcure andundeter- 


min'd, yet in caſes already adjudged by the Son of God himelf , 
who had the Chair, and could not Err, there can be no reom for 


another Judge. | ER. 
; Now to-apply it, 'I'muſt firſt: fay, '-find-no-fuch Diſciples 


among thoſe that are of the ſide of keeping.up the Peral Laws, 
God knows, the diſparity is but too unequal. : But next, if they 


were all Twelve in Weft mizxſt EL Abby, and ſhould be of the fide 


 Afuphalding the Penal Laws {which 4s ther: wrong. fide the 


wergof before ) I ſhould beg their Pardon; if 'T woere'of -thet 


_ Maſters mind, and objeQed his Wiſdomtotheir Zeal;and his 


gentle Rule to.their harſhand-narrow Judgment. - And Ibe- 


| feech the Church-of England toconſider, that noPretencecan 


excuſe her. Niſſent,..andleſs ker croſs Pratticeto the Judgment 
of her Saviour : A Judgment that ſeems given and ſetled for the 
Condutt of the Church on the like Occaſions in ſucceeding times. 
And?tis pitty any worldly thing :fhould have place witlher to 
divert her Obedience. .:Did Chritt:then come” to - fave Mens 
Lives, and not to deitroy them ?-and-ſhould ſhe ( ſhe Tay, 


- that pretends to. be-a-reformed. Church): uphold thofe: Laws 
. that do: d2{troy them? He, Alas 5 went to: another Village 
inſtead of burning tizem, or theirs, for refafing him :* And the 


for>ids any, that belongs to any other, to lodge-in-hers; . upsh 
pain of looking Life or Eſtare:;-"This may make hera@Samb- 
744: indeed 3 but notthe,gooÞ One, whoſe Exampleawould 
have taught her; .inſtead of theſe ſharp and- rfider Remedies, 
to have'poured the Oyle of Peace and Gladnels into thoſe 
Chops and Wounds that "Lune and Heats of all Hands had 
riade incveryReligious Party of 'Men. Nor-does: ſhe'lofe 


_ atythink byrepcaling<thole Laws, but the Power-of Perſe- 


£atinz; andagood Churclywouldnever have the Temptation. 
7 Core. 
6 «'& - 


| W, 3. Foenh TS 
_=_ ſome body muſt hegin to forgive,let her not. leave that 
nour to'another, nor draw.upon her felf the Guilt-atnd Mif>: 
chief of refafing-it. She. pretends to fear:the Strokes of the 

Romaniits, but I would fain know of her; if following their 

Example will convert them, or ſecure her? Does ſhe hope to. 

keep.them out by the Weapons that have faild.intheir Hands, 

or can ſhe honourably cenfure Perſecution.in- them, . and yet 
uſe. it her ſelf ?_ - | | 
- *Bur ſhe is extreamly ſcandal'd and ſcared at the Severity uporm 

Proteftants:in France. .*Tis certainly. very-ill ; but do not the. 

Eaws ſhe'is ſo-fond of point at the-fame Work, Confounity,. 

or Ruin: + And.don't weknow, that in ſame Places;and upon - 

fome Parties her Mapiſtrates have plow'd as deep. Furfows,” 

eſpecially within theſe fix and twenty. Years: Husbands ſepa» * 

rated from their Wives, Parents frcm their Children, the-W id- 

} dows Bed and the Orphans Milk made a Prize fx Religion, Houſes 
#ript, Barns and Fields ſwept, cleang. Priſons crowded without 
regard to Sex or Age, and ſome of-both-ſorts Dnngin'dto Death, 
and all for Relizion,-. If fhe fays they were peewviſh- Men, Big- 
gots, or mov'd by private. Intere/t-,, ihe {till made the-Laws, 

and fays'no more for . her ſeÞf-than the French fay for their 

King, which yet ſhe refuſes to take for an Anſwer. Perhaps 1 

could parralel fonie of the ſ{evereft Paſſages in that Kingdom 

out of the Actions of ſome Members of the Church -of E&ng- 

Hapd 1n cool Blood, that areeven-yet for continuing the . Pexat 

Ezws upon their plunder'd Neighbours; ſo that this Reflection 

of tiers upon Frazce, is more popular than juſt. from her. But 

L beſeech her to look upon a Country. tour times bigger than 

France ; Germany I mean, and ſhe will-there ſee both Religions 

raCtis'd with great Eaſe and. Amity, yet of this we mult not; 
r one Word : 7 hope it is not for fear of imitating'it. Hows - 

| ever *tis difingenious to obje&t the Miſchiefs of Popery. ro a 

Y general Eaſe, when we ſce it is the way to prevent them, 14 

| This ---- 'T% 
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This is"but inthe name of Popery roTeep oll ts cl, as well 
from Proreftant” Difſenters, as Roman Cath6licks. How 
Chriſtian, how equal, how -fafe, that.narrow Method is, be= 
comes her well to.confider,” and methiaks ſhe ought.gottobe 
Tbng about it. ; ps ep os ar 

* Tknow The flatters'herlelf and -others to believe, ſhe :isa 
Bulwork againft Popery ; and with that, without any further 
Szcurity 0 other Proteſtants, . wipes. her Mouth of-all old . 


'Scores, 2nd makes her.preſent Court for AſiRance. But whea 
' that word Bulwort is examined, T-tear.it appears -too inean no 
y more than this, That ſhe would keep out Popery for. that. reafon 
for which ſhe apprebends Popery would turn her ont , xiz. Tem- 
,  poral Jntereſt. But may I without Offence ask her, when {he 


kept Perſecution out? 'Or.if the keeps out Fopery for any. ba- 
dis ſake but her own ? Nay, it ot OT the Do | 
- ſhe has in her hands, that ſhe would frighten ather: Parties 
(now ſhe has done her worlt ) with what. miſchief -Popery 
would do them when it has Power. | But to-ſpeak- freely, 
can ſhe be a Bulwork in the Caſe, that has been bringing the 
worſt part of Fapery in theſe ſix and twenty Years, af Pexſe-. 
eution be ſo.a5 ſhe ſays it is? This would be call'd.Caxring to 
| the World in others: --Rat Thear ſhe begins to ſee her Fault, wry 
ES. heartily ſorry for it., and promiſes to do fo no more: And 
f why may not Popery be as wiſe, that has alſo burnt her. 
| Fingers with the ſame'work? 'Their praying for eaſe by Law 
Jooks as if they choſe That rather than Power for Security; 
and if fo, why may not the Papiſts Live, as well as ſhe Reign? 
I am none of their Advocate, Iam no Papiſt, but I would be 
juft and merciful roo. However, I mult tell her, that keeping; 


. 


the Laws on foot, by which ſhe did the miſchief; is.none of the 
plaineſt Evidences of her Repentance: They that can believe 
fl. it, have little reafon to quarrel 'the unaccountableneſs o& 
! "7 " Tranſubſtantiation. - Is it unjuſt in Popery to invade her 


UMI - 


"Priviledges,. and can it be juſt in, her to provoke it, by: deny« 
ihg a Chriſtian Liberty ? or can ſhe expe& what ſhe will nor 
give? ornotdo as ſhe would be done by, becauſe ſhe fears 
orhers will not- obſerve the ſame Rule to her? Is not this 
_ doing Evil that Good may :come of it , and that uncertain 
| _ *to0,againſt an expreſs Command as well as. common Charity ? 
| But.to ſpeak freely, whether we regard the Circumſtances of 
| the King, the Relation of his Children, the inequality of the 
$ Number' and Strength of thoſe of each of their Communions, 
| we mult conclude,that the Averſion of the Church of Exglana 
| to this'-intreated Liberty, cannot reaſonably be thought to 
; come from the Fear ſhe has of the prevalency of Popery, but 
the loſs of that Power the Law gives her to domineer over all 
| Diſſenters. And is not this a Rare Moteve for a Chriſtian 
. Church to continue Penal Laws for Religion? If her Piety be 
; not able to maintain her upon equal terms, methinks her ha- 
; ving {o much the whip hand and ſtart of all others, ſhould ſa- 
tisfy her Ambition,and quiet her Fears ; for 'tis poſlible for her 
" to keepthe Churches if the Laws were \boliſhed ; all the diffe- 
, | rence 15, ſhe could not force : She might perſwade and con- 
vince what ſhe could : And pray, is not that enough for a 
true Church, without Goales, Whips, Halters and Gibbets ? 
O what Corruption is this that has prevaid over Men offuch, 
Pretenfions to Light and Conſcience? that they do not, or. 
will-not, {ee nor feel their own Principles one remove from 
themſelves ; but ſacrifice the nobleſt part of the Reformation: 
to Ambition, and compel Mea to truckle their tender Con- 
Tciences to the Grandure and Dominion of their DoCtors. _ 
But becauſe the Sons of the Church of Ezgland keep at this 
time, ſuch a ſtir 1n her favour,and fix her excellency in het op- 
poſition to Popery,it is worth while to conſider alittlefurther, 
if really the moſt feared and diſagreeable part of Popery in her 
own opinion,does not belong to ws and if it does,[hould we 
| | 'NOt 
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not be in fine-Condition; to. be in Love.with-oun Vetters, . 
and to Court our Miſery ? - ER arts = 08. Saga 
"That part of Popery which the Church of Eng/a»a with .. 
moſt ſiccels objeQts againſt, is her Violence, This is thatſhe, 
cantonly pretend tofear : Her Dodrines ſhe” partly Profeſſes . 
or thinks ſhe can eafily refute. . She does not think her Doors. 
Conjurers for their Tranſubfaztiation, 'or dangerom to the- 
State for their Beads,. or their Purgatory. But forcing others 
to their Faith, or. ruining. them for refuſing it, u the terrible 
thing 'we. are taught by her to apprehend. © Now granting this 
to be the caſe, in reference to the Roman, Religion, where it 
is m the Chair : Task, ifthe Church of Ezg1aza, with her bet- 
ter DoQrines, has not been Guilty of this Impiety, and forthat 
caule more blameable the-the Church ſhe oppoſes ſo much ? 
Tf we look into her ACts of State, wefind them many, and 
bitter, 'againft all ſorts of' Diſſenters. There isnigh rwenty 
Laws made; and yet in force, toconſtrain Conformity, and 
_ have beenexecuted too, as far and as often as fhe thought 
it fit for her Intereſt to let them. Some have been Hang'd, 
many Baniſh't, more Impriſoned, aud ſome to Death ; aud abun- 
aance Impoverifft ; and all this meerly for Religion : Tho,by 
a baſe and barbarous uſe of Words, it has been call'd Treaſon, 
Seaition, Routs and Riots 5 the worlt of aggravations, ſince 
they are not contented to make People: unhappy for their 
Dilfent, but rob them ofall they had lett, their Imnotency. This 
has been her State Craft, tocoin Guilt, and make men danger- 
6us;tohave her ends upon them. ” But that way of Palliating 
Perfecution, by rendring a thing that it. is not, and puniſh- 


ing men for” Crimes they never committed, ſhow. but little... E 


Conſcience in the Projectors...” The,.Church-of Ezgtand-crys . 
ouragainit Tranſubſtantiatipg,: becauſe of 'the Inviſibiliry of 
the Change. She dowt. ſee Chriſt there, and therefore he is 
notthere, andyer ber Sons do the fame thing. _ For tho 5a 

= | | me "9h a tokens. 
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| tokens of a Riot are as in 


-Gut the neceflity of making any againft-them as'Pa 
ſo the civil Government had ſtood upon its own. Eegs, and 
_ Vices only againſt it had been punihaple by It. "Ia ſhor, 

Fe ma It 


-was the 


5 4 
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re as inviſible in a Diſſenters Meeting, as 
Chriſt in the Tranſubitantiatiqn, yet it mult be a Riot with« 


© out any mowerodo: The Eoglih of which is, %ixa Riowts 
; Pray to God. in the humbleſt and peaceableft manner in a 


Apgrmatte oO wr ens ou 
\ Tkgow. it-isſaid, The Blood-fbed in the fore-gving Raign,and 


© the Plots of the Papiſts againſt Queen Elizabeth, drew thoſe 
" Lans ro Church of rg But this was no Gor, 
why ſheſhould do ill becauſe they had done fo: Beſides,it may 
©- be anſwered, that that Religion h 

Jelf with worldly Power, it gave way to take the revenges 
+of it. - And certainly the great menof the Church of England 

© endeavouring to ixtercept Queer Mary,by proclaiming the Lady 


aving ſo long intermixt'it 


Jane Gray, ' and the Apprehenſion'the Papiſts. had of the: better 


Tirleof Mary Lucen of Scots, together with a long Poſſeſſas, 


- were {curvy Temptations to Kindle ill Deſigns againlt that 
'« extraordinary Queen. * But tho nothing can excute*and leſs 


juſtifie thoſe cruel Proceedings ; yet if there were hy reaſon 
for the'Laws, it is plainly removed; for the Intereſts 'are 


_-joyn'd,and have been fince King James the "firſt came to the 
.Crown. However, 'tis certain there were Laws «enough, or 


they might have had them;to puniſhall civilEnorquties,with- 
its. And 


rt, .1t 
Step that was made in all that great Queens 
Raign, & the moit diſhonourable to the Principles of the firſt 


Reformers, and therefore I know 'no better Reaſon why it 
\ſhould'be continued, than that which made the Cardinal in 
- the Hiſtory of the Conncil' of Trent oppdle.the Reformation 
at Rome; That tho it was true that they were in the wrong, 


yet the admitting of it approved the judgment of their Enemies, 


""#nd ſo gepd-night to Infallibitity, Let not this be the PraCtige pf 


C 2 tlie 


|  - — fads 

- the-Church: of England, and the rather, becauſe ſhe does not- 
xretend £0 it ; [Bur let her reflect, that ſhe has loſt. her King 
6s her. Religion, and they that have got him, naturally hope 
for eaſe for theirs by him, that *tis the, end they labour'd, and 
the great uſe they have for him,and T would faig wonder, that 
ſhe never.ſaw.it before-; but whether ſhedid or.no,yhy ſhould 
ſhe begrudg it, at leaſt refuſe it. now ? Since ?tis, plain, that 
there 1s. nothing we eſteem dangerous in Popery that other 
Laws-are not {ufficient to ſecure us from ; Have we not enough 
of them ? let her think of more,and do.the beſt ſhe can to d:/- 
cover Plotters, puniſh Traitors, ſuppreſs the Seditious, .and keep 
the Peace better than-thoſe we have can enable. us-to do : Byt 
for Gods ſake, let us never direft Laws againſt Men for the 
cauſe. of Religion, or puniſh them before.they have otherwiſe 
done amiſs. Let Mens Works, not their Opinions, tura-the 
Edg of the Magiſtrates Sword againſt them, elſe *tis Behead- 

ing them. before they are Born. | 


By the.common Law of this Kingdom there muſt be ſome 
Real and Proper Over! Ati that proves..Treaſon ; ſome Malice 
that proves Sedition ; and-lome wviolezt. Aiop that proves a 
Rout or Riot. Ifſo, zo call any ſort of Religious Orders, the 
otie, or Praying to God tn. way out of faſhion, the other, is pre- 
poſtrous, and. puniſhing People for it, down right Murther,or 
Breach of the Peace, according to the true uſe of Words,and the 
old Law. of Englazd.. : | 

If the Church of - Ezglazd fears the-growth of Popery, let 
her be true to the Religion ſhe owns, and betake her ſelf £0 
Faith;rather than Force,by a pions, humble,and a good Example : 
To convince and perſwade, which is the higheſt honour to any 
Church, and the greatelt Victory over Men. I am for a Natio- 
nal Church as well as ſhe, ſo it. be by Coxſext,and not by Con. 
#raint, But Coercive Churches have the [ame Prizciple, tho. 
not.the ſame Intereif, A. Church, by Lew eftabliſhed, is a; 
| State 
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State Ch1irch, and that is no Atgoment of V Frey, unleſs the 
State tha males her fo be infallible; and becauſe that wall 
not be ailerted, tlie other can never oblige the Conſcience, and 
conſequently the Compultion ſhe uſes, is unreaſonable. This 
very. Pruaciple juſtifies the Kjng of France, 'and the Inquiſition. 
For Laws being equally of Force in all Countries where they 
are made; it muſt be as'much Fault'in the Church of Exg/ands 
Judgment to be 4 Proteftant at Rame, or a Calvani#t at Paris, 
as to be a Papiit xt London: Thenwhere is Truth or Conſci- 
ence but in the Laws of Countries! -which renders her an 
Hqbbi#, notwithſtanding her long and loud Clamours againft 
the Leviathan: _ | 

 Theg her, for the love of Chriſt, that ſhe would think of 
theſe things,and not eſteem me her Enemy for performing the 
part of ſo good a Friend. Plain ,Dealing becomes. that Ca- 
raCter ; no matter whether the Way -be' agreeable, ſo it be 
: right: We are all todo our. Duty, and'leave'the reft to God : 
He can. beit anſwer for our . Obedience, that: Commands it ; 
and our Dependance. upon his Word, will be our Security in 
our Conduct. What weight'is it tq a Church, that ſhe 1s zhe 
Church by Law e#abliſhed, when no humane Law can make a 
true Church? A true Church is of Chri#ts making, and is by 
Goſpel eſtabliſhed. *Tis a RefleQtion to a Church that would 
be thought true, to #oop to humane Law for her Eftabliſh-. 
ment. I have been often ſcandal'd at that Expreſſion from 
the Sons of. the Church of England, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Robe, What do you talk for ? our Rettgion is by Law etabliſhed,, 
as if that determin'd the Queſtion of its Truth againſt allother 
Perſwaſions. | 

The Jews had this tg ſay againſt our Saviour, We have a 
Law, an by our Law he ought to Dye. The Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, and ſome of our firſt Reformers Dyed as by Law e#abliſh- 
e, if that. would mend the matter ; but does that make it 
lawful 


© Scripture ſays, 7. 


6. "EC 1,) 


' Jawkilts 2 Chriftian Confrience ? we mult ever demur'to 


this Plea. Nov.greater Argumenc of a' Churches 'Defettion 
from ry than' turaiug Perfecutor. Tis true, the 

he Earth fball belp the Woman, but that was 
to fave her ſelf, zor ro-deftroy-others : For ?tis'the Token that's 
given by the Holy Gholtof ;a falſe Church ; "Fhat noze- muſt 
Buy or Sell in her Deminiozs that will not receive her Mark 31 


their Forehead, er Right-hand. That is by going to Chureh 
-againſt Conſcience; or bribing luſtily to ſtay at Home. 


Things.don't change, tho men do. - Perſecution is-ftill the 
ſame, let the hand alter never. ſo-oiren ; but the Sin may not : 


. For doubtleſs it is .greateft (in, thoſe that make rhe higheſt 
-. claim to Reformation.:For while they; plead, their'own Light 
for doing ſo, they hereby endeavour "to. exti#zuifh anothers 
-.Light that can't concur, *-What a Man can't do,- i is not bus 
\ Fault he do#t do;nor ſbantd he he compell'd todo it, and at leaſt of 
-.#ll be puniſhed for not doingit. No Church can give Faith, and 


therefore can't forceit ;, for what i5 conſtrain'd is nor Beliepet ; 


. ſince Faith is in that ſence free, and conffraint gives no time to 
aſſent ; 1 {ay, what I dow't will is wot I, and what I dan't Chooſe is 


none of mine, and 4nothers can't {ave me; tho it ſhould ſave him. 


'So that this Method never obtains the end defign'd,. ſince it 
--Saves no body, becauſe it Converts*'no body ; it may breed 


Hypocriſie, but that is.quite another thing than Sa/varion. 
What then is the uſe: of Penal Laws? 7 to ſhow- the 


- Sincerity. of them that Suffer, 'a#d Cruelty of thoſe that make 
and execute them. * And all time tells us .they have ever faifd } 
thoſe that have lean'd upon them : "They have always been | 
 Jooſers at laft : Beſides, rt'is a'moſt unaccountable obfiinacy | 
4n the Church of Ezg/ard to tickle to uphold them, for after | 


having made it a matter-of Religion and Conſcience to Ad- 
dreſs the late King in behalf of this, to think He ſhould leave 


his Conſcience behind him'in Flanders,or when they waited bn 


him 
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F- Him to: the Crown, that heſhauld-ſend-it thitfier no k 
| don the cenſure. - 


bs ——— —— — — — ———— 


Pilgrimage; is want of wit at beſt, E cer | 
they. Conicientioufly oppoſe his Excluſion for his Religion,and 
new his Religion. becaufe he will not leave.it? Or can they 
reaſonably maintain-thoſeTefsthat-were contrived toexclude . - 
him when.Dwke of Tork,--while they endured nane to: binder. 
himfrom the Crown ? T heartily beg the Church. of: Exelands: 
excuſe, if I fay I can't: comprehend her : | Perhaps the taulr is 
mine,but ſure Iam ſheisextreamly dark. How couldſhe hope 
for this King without . his Conſcience? or conceive that his 
Honour or Conſcience would let him leave the Members of 
his Communion under. the laſh of ſo many Dettroying Laws ? 
would ſhebe1o ſerv'd, by a Prince of her own Religton, and 
ſhein the like Circumftances? She would nor, let her talk 
tall mprex*3s- I 
To object the Kings promiſe, when he came to the Crown, 
againſt the repeal of- the Penal Laws, ſhows not his Infince= - 
rity, but her Utcharitablenels, or that really ſhe hasa. very 
weak place: For it is plain. the King frf declared his own * - 
Religion, and then promiſed to maintain bers ; but was that to 
be without, or together with his own ? His Words ſhows he 
intended that his-own ſhould Live, thotCother might Rajgn. 
I fay again,. it is not credible that a Prince of any Sincerity-can 
retuſea being to hisown Religion, when the continues another 
in its well being. This. were to a&tupon Stare not Conſciewce, 
and to make more'Confcience to uphold a Religion he-cannot 
be of, thawof giving teaſe t6'0ne his:Conſcience obliges him to be. 
of.. 1cannot imagin how this thought could enter into any 
Head that had Brains, or Heart that had Honefty. . And to 
{ay.true,. they muſt be a ſort of State Conſciences, Conſcren--. 
ces aS by Law Gftabliſh'd, that can follow the Law againſt 
their:Convictions. "20 
Bur rhis is not all I haveto obſerve'from that-objeftion : It 
implics too evidently, firſt, that ſhe thinks her ſelf ſhaken, if 


the 


6.) 


. ( 46.) a 
the Penal Laws be.repeal'd $ th by” Law Eftabliſth «d The: 


* 


mulſt.mean, Efablybed by thoſe Penal Laws. Secondly, that the 


TRE wivitg promiſed to maintain her, asby-Law eſtablifh-: 


ed, he ought wot to endeavour their Repeal-byrwhich-fhe is efta« 
bliſhed. I confeſs this is very cloſe arguing, but then ſhe muſt 
not take it ill, ifall Men think her ill founded ;+. forany thing 
mult be ſo, thatis eſtabliſhed by deſtroying Laws? : Laws, 
that Time and Prafice have declared Encmies'to” Property and: 
Conſcience, O let her not hold by- that Charter, nor Point 
thither for her Eſtabliſhment- and- Defence, -if -ſhe would: be 


. thought a Chriſtian Church. . | 


_ Plutarch had rather one ſhould think there-never was ſich 
Man in the World, than that Phutarch was an ill Man. 'Shall 
the Church of Ezg/end,- that: glories .in-a. great Light, 4e- 
more concern'd for. her Power, than her Credit? To be, than to. 


| be that which -ſhe ſhould be? 'T would fay, far be it from her, 
for her own ſake, and which is of much more moment, for the” 


: ake of the general Cauſe of Religion. _ | 
+ Let usſee therefore if- there be -not another -way-of under-" 


ſtanding thoſe Words,more deceat to the King, and more ho= 


' nourable for her, viz. thatſhe' is inthe National Chair, has 

the Churches and Revenues, -and is Mother of thoſe that do wot. 
. adhere to any ſeparate Communion,and that the Kjng has promiſed. 
' Fo maintain her in this Poſt from the Invaſiens of any other per= 

' ſmaſion that would wreſt theſe Priviledges ont of her hands: this 


he promiſed formerly ;.this he has very. particularly repeated: 
in. his gracious Declaration: But-to Ruin Men that-would'nor 
Conform, while himſelf was ſo great 'a-Difſenter, and came. 


ſuch, to her knowledge, to the Crown, .can be no partiof his' 


Promiſes in the Opinion ef common Sence and Charity.. xs 
there no Diference to be obſerved between not. turning her: 
out, and deſtroying all others not of her Communion: : He: 


will not turn: her'out, there's his Promiſe, and he has notdone , 
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ul "then. r.to nltderate, *Tis the great» 
tri of Tr Ae. met with ſince ſhe was a Church, 
o'acquit her* Hh like a'Member of Chrifts Univerſal: Ons, 
| to keep yarhiog that 3 yaids her preteations. . 'The: 
"Garment will undo her fe Herr Nd heb 
Solan will ruin har, . :yrs Blood Won the 
"Dar od her Severity has almoR loft iz. They, Suffer d by 
Law, ſhe makes Laws: "Suffering. Is.this ao. Immifation 
- of their pradice, .co* ohd the Weapons of their Deffrultins 2 
Fauſt r Df EtIng «Myr: bf Fre Fecleaiona notby it. 
Pt Path then that the. hol and .our himble 


*Comcnnt'& of. every 1 mf agen, it Rs to follow "the 
Bkfſed Rule-aqd. pr Boy. Chriſt 'atid his infpt'd Meſſen- 
: theo her-narrow wp worldly Policies, Buethatwhich 
Bo tarethe Reproach, isthe eos, oe tees pe? thery« 
ſelves to make 7 perpetual ' civil Peace with her, gnd chat fhe 
refuſes, Would the Martyrshavedonethis? furely. ho. Let her 
xemember the firſt Argument hogelt old Faadedtoks againlt 
At Church, Fe Chua of England; preſent Darling, 11s: 
al Laws for R cligian; Aſhe roars ze 27 the heginnjog, of 


* 7 4 
S .- x; 


| AL. C3 na 
| <2 Mo} Þ ; I 2 IF + « YET SEES £;. © he? 
his firſt Volumn':* Dovubtleſs he was much int , which 


makes her extrcanly inthe, wrong. Nothiog , Japs.thd 
Prophet, muſt - harm in Gods boly. Mountain, and thats thg 
Chutchſayes Fox, and thereforehe ſays, Chriſt's Church.never 
Perſecates. Leave then God with Is own Work, and Cheri 

with his own Kingdom. - As it is not of. the, World, let. nat 
the.World rouelvit ; no, -ot. ro wpholt 37, tho they. that beay 
itfhould tripby the wav. Remember UVzz«, he would needs 
ſypport the Ark wh:» the Oxex Stumbled ;. 5ut was ſtruck De 
for his Pains. ThePreſumption is morethan Parralel. Chriſt 
profnis'd to-be- preſent 'with his Church ta the exd of the World. 
He bid them-fter »ot; and; told them,  rhet [afficient. was the 
Day for the Evil thereof.* How ? with-Penal Laws? no ſuch 
matter.; but his Divine Preſence. Therefore it was, Hecall'd 
not. for Legions to fightfor him becauſe his Work needed it not. 
They that-want them have an other ſorr of Work to do: And 
*15 too plain, that "Empire, and 'not, Eligion, has been..too 
much the Buſineſs." Bur, Olet it net bes ny more / 'To bea 
True Church is better then to be a National One ; eſpecially 
as ſo: upheld.” > Preſs Vertue," Puniſh. Vice, Diſpence with. Opi- 
nion.; +Perſwads, but don't 7mpoſe. * Are there Taresin Opis 
nion? let them. alvne; - you ; $4 they are to grow with. the 
Wheat t«11 Harveſt, hats; the exd of the World: Should they 
not be pluckt up before no ; and 'tis,, 4vge/s Work, at laſt 
00. Ehrift that knew all Men,"faw no Hand on Earth. fig 
for that Bufineſs. -. Let'us not then uſurp their Office. Beſides, 
we are 10 Love Enemies, this is the-gregt Law of our Rehgion.3 
by what- Law then are we to Perſecute them ?* and if not Encmies;, 
not Friends and Neighbours certaibly.. | NE 


= : 


- The Apoſtle. rejoyced' that Ehriff was Preached out of. Envy, 

tf fo, Lamfvure'we. ought 'not to envy Chriſtians the enjoys, 
ment of the Liberty'ef their Conſciences.. Chriſtianity ſhapld 
be propagated by- the Spirit of ' Chriſtianity,” and not by Vic-- 
| | hb, lence: 


_G19:) 
06,07 Pexſeqution; for. thar's: che; Spirit of; ani! 

Nor tor fear of is, ſhould wes of Chriſtians, become Antichriſti 
' ans”, Where is-Faith in God ? where. is truſt in-ProvidenceF 
let us do our Duty,and leavethe reſt with Him ; a»d:xot do Evil 
that Good may come of it ; for thatſhows a Diſtrult in. God,and 
x Confidence ia our.own Inventions for ſecurity, Noreaſon of 
State can excuſe our Dilabedience tohis Rule; and we deſert, 
the Principles of our heavenly Maſter when. we decline - it. 
' The Queſtion is about Conſcience, about this. we can none of 
us be too tender, nor, exemplary. *Tis in--right. doing that 
Chriſtians can hope-4or Succels,; and for true. Victory ,only: 
chrough Faith and Paticnce.... But if tq avoid whatwe fear, we 

_ contradiQour; Principles, we may juſtly apprehend th47 Gof 
will deſert 3 123-49 wnlanful way of . maintaining them. Perhaps 
this may be Gods time of tryang all Parties, what we will do;;, 
wherher,we will rely upon him. or our own feeble Proviſions; 
whether we will allow'what we our ſelves in our turn have elf 
us defered ;” if not, Ha + we nor expe to ſuffer the thing we 

yould 1oflict 2 for our. Pexal Lews cannot ſecure us from the 
uly turgs of Providence, and.leſs ſupport us, under them. Ler 
te us-con{ider the true ground of the ditficulty.. that is made, if 
Jpi- ir-be not-partial and light in Gods Scale; foro that tryal all 
the- things muſt come, and his Judgment is. inevitable as well as. 
hey infallible... Befides, if we have not tryed all other methods, 
laſt we-are inexculable in being ſo'tenacious.for this;- Ido there-; 
fig fore, in all humility, befeech all ſorts of Profeſſorsof Chriſti- 
les, anity. in theſe Kingdoms, 1oabltra@ themlelves from thoſe 
nN; Jealoufies which worldly motives are,apt to kindte in their 
ies, | Minds, and. wichaneven and undiſturbed Soul purſue their 
-; | Chriſtian Daty! io this. great ' CongunEture: ,, Conlidering 
U}, | the Race ts not. to the Swife, nor the Battel to' the, Strong, and: 
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oy», | that for all our Watchmen, #55 God alone-(at laſt) #bat keeps 
pld - | - zhe City. Not that I woulddecline a ficting, but an unchrilti. 
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- T could yer Enlarge upon - this Subje&'; for nothing can be. - 
more fruitful.- I could ſay; thata Church-that Deazes Infalthbi- ].. 
lity, cannor force, becauſe ſhe-cannot be rertare; and fo Pemel 
Laws. (tho ic were poflible that rhey could be 1awfnl in others) . 
in her, -would be Unjuft. "That Scripture leaves Men to Com. 

. vidtion and: Perſwaſion. That the true Chruch-Weapons' ars.. 
Light and Grage; and her puniſhments, Cewſure:and Excons 
munication. "Flat Gags and Gibbers are Ttadiquated Methods . 
tor Converſion, and that rhey never -ſncceeded.” That this for- 

. bids all farther light 'to-come into the, World;; and+ {o' /mmits - 
the Holy One,,.which in Scripture-is made a great Sin. And..: 

- laflly, that ſuch enſnare their own Poſterity that may be of an -- 
other mind, and-forfir[ by it'the-eſtates they haveſo carefully 
tranſmitted- ro them.” : Thus far -again{t Impoſition: © And 
againſt Compliance. I could ſay, that its to' betray Gods - 
Severaignty-orer Conſcience; To deify Men ; Gratifie*pre- . 
ſampuon ; foil ang extinguiſi-rruth in the mind ;. obey _ 

fold - . 
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Tf mallover the Soul” wichopr erwiry 7, turn Hig 
 andahundance more; each oþ w ieads. might well* merit 
an whole chaptcr. . But this having been well and feafonably, 

nlider'd.e!ſewhere, I ſhall now-proceed to the ſecond part of 

s diſcourſe, in which L wall be as brief,and yetgs full 35 I gan-.., 
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FF UT what -nced is there ofthis, may ſomeſay, when all 
4 Parties profeſs to be of theſame Judgment, That Cox- 
crence ought mot to be forced, tor "Religion tmyofen upon men- 
af their civil peril? T ownthey are allot chatmind,at oherime _ * 
or:other, . and thereforethat T'may purge my felfof any Ani- 
molſity tothe Dodrineaf the Church of Erz/and, Twill In- - 
geniouflyconfeſs,” the ſevere conduQt T have argued againſt, "is 
Jet to be ttputedtohet Principles; bur thenher Evil will be. - 
the'preater, that in'fa&t has ſ6 notoriouſly 'contradifted them., - 
Tknow ſome of her defenders willhardly allow that roo; Tho, 
the more candid pive us their Stence or Confeſſion: Fbr they 
tell us; ris mot the Church that has done -it, "which, winleſs they, 
mean, "the 'Laws' were'not' made” a Chnrch, moſt needs” be, 
falſe, ſince 'thoſtthat made* and executed rhem were of her 
own Communion, andre that great body -of Members that 
conſtitute- her a Church ; but: by her thifting them oF, *is. 4 
but reafonable-to conclude that: ſhe tacitly condemns what ſhe: - 
prey diſowns. ''Onewould think then it Thoutd not be ſo, 

rd rope: wade her toquit them; in the way:ſhemadechem, 
or toinjoyn her Sons ta dot, iftharlanguagebe — 


every Party in 


Power his too evidently lapſt info rhis Evil; thi 


NR rye Me 8; be 


wader theprevalency'and perſecation'sf another [ncereft the 
have over writ a me clab Law for Religion. ® Andto th 
endtharT may do the Reformation Right,atid the Principles of 
the Church of Ezz/azd, Juitice, I mult ſay, that hardly one 
perſon of any note, dyedinthe time of- Ozeex Mery, that did 
Not paſs Sentance upon Perſecution as Antichriſtian, poreen- 


F4 £4 wes | 126 
teach Schools, or. to-perform. any... part i0 
©funCtion ; ſomeof the moſt Confilerable 


* would. uſe his Intereſt . with Cromwel,, (ſince. they: ard- he 


- 
oth 4 
a 


rt 


: 
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« of Englopd; | and, thar- neither, che Miniſters,;7m05! [| 
* that: oper That Service, .might be any _ 
* ordiitur 


ibid Set. 29. 
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Hrrenvand ſed his wma Andewiauirs with home the 
< with Thee difficulty). that they ſhould norb& triotefted; pro- 
© vided they meddled not with any matters. relating”to"his 
<Government.. ' *Þ D112) Dovgats WIS ns 
... Certainly thoſe Gentlemen were of my mind; *Andto- 


"give Dr Hapmond, his:due, 'who:I undetftand was oneodf 


- them, -he left it to the Witneſſes'of his end; as his dying2Court- 


{zl to the Church of . England; That. they .diſplaced-normatii 
out of the Univerſity or preſent Church, but- that: by :Love,. 
.and an holy Life; they ſhould.prevailupon' thoſe in poſſeſſion 
.to.come info theis,! Church. -But this look: ſo: lictle like the 
Pohcy and. Ambition of the Living,. that-they- refolved: it 
Thould be Buried with-him. This I had-from an eminent Han! 
in Oxford, a year or, two afterhis Death.. An older-man'out- 
liv'd him, and.cone 'of the moſt! Learned and Pious/ of that 
Communion, -Biſbop Saxdenſen Imeani: , They were theitwo- 
SegT FD of their ſort! that was of the!Party. Let us ſee what: 
this Reverend: man ſays toiour point.  - , 


* The Ward of God doth expreſsly.forbid us to- ſubje&t our 


"= 


-*Conſciences to the Judgment. of any other, or to uſurp a 
+ Prepigicn over the Conſciences. of any Ohe. - Several caſes 
| of Conte 


onfcience dilcuſſed-in ten Leftures in the Divinity School: 

at Oxfard, 3 Left. 30 Set. pag.!103. Printed i660: eee, 
_ © He is not worthy: to be. Chrifts -Diſciple; who is not the. 
*Diſciple of Chriſt afoze, - *Fhe Simplicity and'Sineerity of the 
« Chriſtian Faith, hath ſyffered a great prejudice ſince we-have 
*been divided into Parties, neither is there any hope that Re- 
Eligion ſhould be reſtored to her former Original 'an& Purity, 
* untilthe Wounds that. were made. wider by our. daily Quar- 
*rels and Diſſcntions, being anointed with the Oye ' off Brother- 
©/ Love; as with aBatom,. ſhall: begin 'to cloſe again, and; 


: 


*x0- grow. entire. ibto''the. ſaineUniry of Baith and Charity, 


Ehe: 


C24 nds anp'T3 a 
2d {peak-properly oi 'Conſoicnte” Ear no 
, baathe Erce-will, tha. Lefhre Si. 


BE Ti expe Gommandmes of Goddoth fa pecthe” 
Aicience properly by ic delta its own can 
hy atien | nga 4 Nlgedtallp amet now 2ad- 
*. oblige;and becaule it r{ons.and theobli 
Git never to;be.cancelled. Ne-e bur God: hwer+ 5h pow! 
Y a Law upqn- rhe. pr of dl 
6 £0 be :lubjeted, as: obligi 
- +Gerddulion is proved by the 
+ but one Law-gover,, who 'van Both! dr of #81 
*.yordstwo Arguments do! profer - themſelves to" ou Obſerva- 
-4 5005. In-the firſt placethicyalſlert thersis burdbs Legilacos'; 
-&.not:ene picked out.amwppſt.:many.; nee-vne! many.'- 
* bus;bne exeluſively, that 15. dy "Ors;" *8nd bit he « 's 
£ The Apoſilebite:wiſeibad! made ivfe of 1& very Td 
* 2rgument, to-prove whaththad propounded ;'for te "bd 
+ £ keth thoſe who unadviledly:gic wh/o8 wr udp nt either 
* theiperſors, or-the deeds of: other Men he Tavader 
£ Ss - Hhoart Tow he) wh df jd 2. 
*.a5 jf heſhould hive laid, doſtthou know ehylelf,v 
< art, and whar- thou- -doſt ?I6:dothinor? _— tO 
L 5 hruſs thy ſawcy -Sitkle anto thethatveſt -of another Mar 
-+. much eſs holdlyra fling thy elf into the Throne 7. 
© God. : lfalready:Phouart: lgevrant of it, Kaho gh 
* 0 belongeth! to hum «/one 10Judge of &— gs ſciences of men 
© :0 whom alope .it doth belong:t6 impoſe" Law "rhe Conſei- 
© exces of nen, which none can: do- 446 God lane ." #bidpix, 
4 34.11 2901 2% | 
73 "Fhe: ye FH nigh NaturaleftareþF tHe Conſeicie"s *t 
& 4A is {-plicedias ic wer in the midU)e Grote God, _ [the 
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wilt of, Man, as. that, which 7 uſually ant truly-froken: of 
*Rjagsand. Emocrors,' may.25 truly-be . verified of - the-Con- 
<ſciences of every man, Solo D-o minores efſe, nec aliquam in 
«Terris ſuperiorem agonſcere ; They ave leſs than Gol only, and as: 
© Earth ap acknovledze no Superior. That Speech of the Emperor 
* M:ximjlien the firſt is very memorable, Conſciencij Domipgart 
* welle, efl Arcem Czli invairre ; To exerciſe a Dame:nation aver" 
EConſciences, ts to invade th: Tower of H:auen. He isa Plun- 
© derer of the. Glary : of God, anda refsrious 1avader of the 
< Pawer that.is dag. unto hin, whoſoever he is that ſhall claim 
<Poewer that is due unto him, whoſoever ihe is that ſhall claim 
*a right to the Conſciences of men, or prafticean Uſurpation: 
© over them. #14. SecF. 11. p48. 115. 2542 | 

- And yetthisis the {ad conlequence of impoltaz Religion ups 
on-Coriſcience, and punithing Noa-coaformity with worldly 
Pcnalties.. bs + wahtieo | | / 

, Let us now hear what the late Biſpop.of Doon ſays-in his 
Lib: of Prophefie to our Point, © I am very much diſplealcd 
* that fa many Opinions and:new Do&rines are commenced 
*amongſt us, but more tronbled, that every man that hath art 
Opinion thinks his own and.other mens Salvation is concern- 
*edin its maintenance, but moſt of all, 'thatmen ſhould be 
©Perſccuted and -Afflited for diſagreeing-in ſuch Opinions, 
* which they anot with” ſufficient grounds obtrude upon o-« 
*-thers neceſſarily, becaute they cannot propound them Infal- 
*libly,. and becauſe they have no warrant from Scripture ſo to 
*do.; for if I ſhall tyc other- men to believe my Opinion, be- 
*cauſe T think I have a: place -of - Scripture - which ſeems to 
© warrant-it to.my underſtanding z- why; may he norſerve up 
* another diſh.to me ig the ſame dreſs, and cxaQ the: ſame 
- * raskof me to believe. the contradiftory ? Liberty of Propheſie, 
Epiſt., DediQt. pag, .$, 9. - + | : | | 
_ +, © Theexperience,. which Chriſt&ndom-hath had: in-this laſt 

*Ageis Argument enough that Toleration of differing Opinions 

E | is 


ON: (a6). | 
* is ſo far from Afkorbinx oo Poa AePeake, ordeftroying the... 
* Intereſt 'of Princes and Common-wealths, that it does advan- _ 
*tageto th; Publick, it ſecures Peace, becauſe there is not {o_ 
*much as the pretence of Relr27ap left ro ſuch Perſons. to cou , 
* tend for, itbeing already indulged corhem.. z674'p;21. 
*Ir-is a provetbial faving, 2nod-nimiz familiaritaze ſer vo- , 
rams eff conſpivatio adverſin Demmnum, 2nd they who for their | 
*{curity ruh in-Grots and Celiers, and Retirements, think 
*that they being upon the defenſive, thoſe: Princes and thots | 
Laws that drive ther tg, it are their Enemies, and therefore 
© they cannot be keure, unleſs rhe power, of the one, and rhe. 
© Obligation of the other beJefſencd and reſcinded ; and then , 
* the bei: g reſtrained and rr ad2 miſeradle tadears rhe diſconten- . 
* ted Perions mutually, and makes more hearty and dangerous 
© Confederations. 6:4 pas. 21. - LS | 
* No man ſpeaks more unreaſonably, than he that denzes to: 
£ men the uſe of their reaſon in thoice of their Religion. ibid © 
In 77 ; 
* NoChriftian is to be put to Death, Diſmembred, or other-_. 
* wile direitly Perſecnted for his Opinion, which does not teach Im-, 
* piety or Blaſphepy, ibid pag, 2190s © he AE 
©'There is a popular Pity that follows-all Perſons in' Miſe-, _ 
* ry and that. Compaſſion. breeds likeneſs of AﬀeCtions, and, 
© that very often produces. likeneſs of Perſwaſion; and ſo much. 
<. therather becauſe there ariſes a Jealouſie and pregnant Suf-. 
* pition-that they who. Perſecute- an Opinion are deſtitute of 
<ſufficient Arguments to confute ir, and that the Hangman is, 
« the beſt DiiGatane: ibid pag 197, 1982 + OREN = 
* If a man cannot change his Opinion when he lifts, nor 
©eyer does heartily or reſolutely, but when he cannetdo other- 
« wiſe, tkento.uſe Force, may make him a Hypocrite,but never. 
* to be a right Believer, and ſo inſtead of eretting a Trophee to 
© God and: true Religion, we build « Monument for the Devel., 
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* *The Trib of givine Perſons differing in Opintorr over to 
- the ſecular Power, at the beſt is no better. than Ahpocrifie, 
_* removing Envy frgm themſelves, and laying it upon*o:hefs, 
: *a refuſing todo that in external A&t, which they do in Council 
: *and Approbation. ibid; pag-209. Yo 
: "Thus far Biſhop Tayler, and one of the moſt 'Leatned Men 
"of the Church of Exz/azd ih his time. | | | 
*Letmeadd another Biſhop,held Learned by all,and in great 
Reputarion with the men of his Communion,and among thetn 
- #he: Lords Spiritual and 1 empoyal in Parliament aſſembled, who 
have ſufficiently declared againſt thisperſecuting Spirit onthe 
:-accounc of Religion; by their fullapprobation ofjand 7henks re- 
- Furned 168 the Biſhop of St. Aſaph for his Sermon: preached befote 
- them November the 5th, 1:80. ahd their defire that he would 
« Primt and Publiſh that Sermon, "The Biſhop ſays, that,.*They 
 *who are moſt given to Hate and to. deſtroy others, eſpecialty 
«-£thoſe others who differfrom them. in Religion, they are nor 
* the Church of Goa, or at lealit they are ſo tar corrupt in that 
' *particular. pag. 8. 45 $61 fd a SEE | 
; - Again he ſays, ©That, of Societies of Men, Chriſtians, bf 
-Aa[t others, are'moſt averſe from ways of Violence and Bleod ; 
 * eſpecially from ulingany ſuch ways upon the account of -Re- 
-*Higion:: And among Chriſtian -Churches,: where they dittcr 
<among themſelves, 1tteither of them-uſe choſe ways upon tle 
.* account- of Religion , "they give a ftrong | reſumption 
- Sagainſt themalelves-that they are not truly Chriſtians. 6/2, 
CDATID. ©: \ a; ''$ | TE 
bt os here is reaſon for this, becauſe, we know thar Chrift gave 
-© Love :for the'.Caratter by which. his .Diſcipies were'to Bs 
:*known.: John 13.35.  Bythis ſhall a!ll Men know that you are 
: *27y Difeiples,» if jou have Love to one another, *Andleaſt men 
-*ſhonld unchriften cthers fartt, that they may Hate them, and 


| ;*Deltroy them: afterwards, Chrilt enlarged his Precept '6f 


E 2 * Love, 


*EEove; and" Extended if-even: to-Enemics, and not-only to. 


*rbidipag. 9. | 
* ASour holy Religion. excells.all others in.this-admirable- 
*temper,. ſo by this we may uſually judge who-- they are: 


©qurs,. but: to the Enemies of our Religion, 'Matt-5. 43,44. 


..*thar excel among  Chliriſtian Churches, whenthere happens. 


«any difference between them, whether touching the Eaith, or” 


- *he terms of Communion. They thar werethe more. Fierce, , 


*they generally had the worſt. Cauſe, #bzd. pag. 12,.1 4. 
* The Council of $12 ſuppreficd the 4r:ans-by,no.other- 


. *Force, but putting 4/a»s out. of their: Bithopricks ; they. 

- could not think Hereticks. fit- to- be truſted;-wath cure of 
Souls ; bur otherwile,as to.Temporal things, I do not find tit. 
Erhey inflicted any kind of Pumithment ;; but when.the 4r:-- 
' ©xX5 came to have the Power in.their Hands, when theirs was : 


*come to be the Jmperial. Religion, -chen: Depriving -was 
* nothing, Baniſhment. was the leaſt. that they unflifted i64d. 
oy = . =p 
* Neither our Religion, nor our Cliurch, . is of. perſecating 
*Spirit. I know not: how _—_ be.in particular Perſons ;. 
bat I fay again, it is not in the. Gezzvs of our Church : She - 


-* hath no Doctrinethat zeacheth;Perſecution. #htd.p.; 20... - 


*I would:have no man puyi for his Religion, no not 
*them that dettroy men for Religion. ibid. pag. 37.. _ 
Dr. Stilling flees. comes ſhort of none of themoa this Subjeft.. 


. *Our Saviour, ſays he, never preſſed Followers as men do: Sox!l- 


*diers, but ſaid, If avy man will come after. me, let him take. np. 


- * his Croſs (not hisSword ); and follow me: ' His-was hugo xai 


Ciadrly 70; raubioia, his very Commands {hewed his Meek-- 

| be *nel3;: his Laws were. {weet and 
huithes Wou &s, by Edward 5. gentle Laws; not like Draco'sthat 
ling; eet,Rector of <9: in Bedfords- © were Writ 1 Blood, ualeſs it were - 


ſhire, m _retac; to. the Reader, . 4 chay #Y 
; *his own that gavethem.His deſign. 
_ 
© Was. 
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was to cafemen of their tormer Burdens, / and 'not lay” /m 


©more ;.the Duties he required were no other but ſuch as-wete: 


*neceſlary, and withal- very-juſt and reaſonable. He that 


*came to:take away the inſupportable Yoke of '-Jewiſh'Cert-- 
* monies, certainly did never intend to gall the Necks of his 
©Diſciples.with another inſtead of it. And it would be:ſtrange 


*the Church ſhould require-more than: Chrift himſelf did; 


©and make other conditions of her Communion, thay onr S'z- 
*wiour did of Diſcipleſhip. What poſſible reaſon can be aſſigned- 
Sor given why ſuch-things ſhould nor be ſufficient for'/Com- 
*munion with a Church, which are ſufficient for etexnal Sal-- 
Evation? And certainly thoſe things are ſufficieat for that, . 
*which are laid down. as neceſſary Duties for Chriſtianity by 
©our Lord and Saviour in his Word.. What ground can there 
@ be why Chriſtians ſhould not fland upon the ſame terms now 


 *which they did in the time of Chriſt. and his Apoſtles ? Was 


*not Religian ſufficiently; guarded and fenced in them ? Was- 


© © there ever more true and cordial Reverence in the Worſhip 


of God ? What Charter hath Chriſt given the. Church to- 
*bind men up to. more than himſelf hath. done? or to. exclude 


' * thoſe from her Society-who may be admitted. into..Heaven ? 


*Will Chriſt ever thank Men-at: the: great day foe keeping. 


- «fuch-out from Communion with 'his-Churcly -when he will 
 *-youchſafe.not only Crowns of Glory to, but it--may be Aure- 
 *ole:tooy.. if there be any ſuch. things- there ?. The Grand 
Commiſſion the Apoſtles ' were -ſent out- with ,, was only 
'*to teach what Chriſt had: commanded them.. Not. the. leait- 
' ©Intimarton-of any. Power-given them to impoſe. or require 
. *any thing beyond: what himſeif-had ſpoken to them, - or they 


«were direCted to.by. the Immediate Guidance of the: Spt- - 
Eris of God. | 
© Without all Contraverſie, the main Inlet of all the 


'* Diſtrations,, Confuſions and Diviſions: of the Chriſtian 


© Wor 


= 


-* Communion than Chriſt-hath done... - 4 
. © Theres nothing the Primitive Church deſerves greatey 
*©;mitation by-us in, than in that admirable Temper, Moge- | . 
* *ration and Condeſention which was-uſed 1a it towards all the } 
"Spambers of Mfc: ne "Foe; ; 
f This admirable Temper in the Primitive Church might | , 
 *belargely cleared from- that Liberty they allowed freely to 
* © Diflenters from them in matters of Practice and*Opimon ; | # 
-*as might be cleared from Cypriaz, * Aiuftin, + Jerome, and | 
- * others. —<Leaving the Men to be-won by obſerving the true | _ 
.** decency.and order of Churches, 'whereby thoſe who att -ap- | , 
ona true Principle of Chriſtian- Inzenuity may 'be {ovner 
*drawn to a Compliance in all lawtul things, than dy Force 
*and-rigorous Impoſlitions, 'which make men luipect the 

- *weight of the thing it ſelf, when ſuch Force is uſcu co make 

-<ttenter. in Preface. _ moos #6 TG 
-The ſame is 1n- efe@ declared by the Houſe of Comms, 
-when-they- returned their” Thanks to Dr. 13t/on, Dean of 
Eaxterbery,-for his Sermon" preached before them November 
* the 5th, 1678, deſiring him to Print that Sermon, where, he 
- ſays, upon out S«v:0ur5 Wards, © le know not wha: manner of 
© Spirit yeare of, +Ye own your ſelves to be my Diſciples, but 
- £do. you conſider what Spiritnow Acts and Governs you ? net 
*that ſurely which my DaCtrine defignes to mould and-taſhi- 
on you into, - which is' not” a- Furious and - Perſeruting, and 

' © De#trudtrve Spirit,but Mill and Gentle, and Saving ;- tender 
© of the Lives and: Intecelts of Men, even of + thole who are 
- © aur-greateſt Enemies. pag.'6, 7. | Eh 

 *Nbo oditerence of Religidn ,” no pretence of Zeal for God 

*and Chriſt can warrant and juſtifie this Paſſionate and Fieree, b 
*this VindiQtive and Excerminating Spirit. 2:4. pag. 7. 
__ *He (z.e. Chriſt) came,to introduce a Relizion, which 
. | © conſtilts 


SEES... OE i 
World, hath been "by adding other Conditions , of Ch 
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*canlultsnot only:the "08 of mens:Souls, . but. 
*their Temporal Peace and Security, their Comfort and Hap- - 
es | * Pinef5in this World. ibid pag. 8. - ES ET 
| | *Ir ſeemed good to the. Author of this Inſtitution to compel 
ie | * nomanto itby.:Temporal Puniſhment.  46;d pag. 13. 
\ © To ſeperate, Gaodneſs'and Mercy From God, Compaſſion - 
+ | Cand Charity from Religion, is to, make the two.belt things - 
<;n the World, God and Religion, good for. nothing. 761d... 


\ 196.4 a | 
3 ey True Chriſtianity 1s pot only the'beſt hut the beſt natured -»: 
© Inſtitution in the World ; and fo far as any Church is de- 
©parted-from-gocd Nature, and become. Crueland Barbarous, 
* Jo far it is degenerated frem Chriſtianity. 7b/d pag. zo. 
Thus far Dr T:Uot/ſon,, who, to be ſure, deſerves not to 
& | be thought thelcaſt. Eminent in the preſent Chuzchof England. ' 
Let us hear what Door Burzet ſays to it. . vos : 
* Men are.not Maſters of their own Perſwaſions, and can- 
* notchange their thoughts as..they pleaſe. ; herhat. believes » 
© 2ny.thing concerning Religion, cenxot turn as the Prince com- 
© mands him, or accomodate himfelf to the Law, or his preſent-, 
6 Intereſts, unleſs hearrive at that pitch of Athei/mz, as. to look + 
* on Religion only as a mattex of Policy, and an Engine for ci- 
* vil Government ; Dr Burnet s Hiftory of the Rights of Princes, 
&C. 1n hisPreface, pag. 49. 
'Tisto this PoQtor's pains ſhe ows the very Hiſtory of her -. 
-Reformation, and asby it he has perpetuated his Name with 
hers, certainly he muſt have. Credit with her, or ſhe can. de- 
ſerve none with any body elſe, for no man could well go fur- 
ther to oblige:her. *' | 
-Let me here-bring in a lay Member of the Church of Exg- 
lagd, Sir Robert Pointz, 1n his vindication of Monarchy, who  : 
' | yeilds us an excellent Teſtimony to the matter in hand, © The 
* Sword avaz/erh /3trle with the Souls of Men, unleſs to deſtroy: - 
$ *them... 
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<rhem-together with their Bolan Dalian defperate,, 
« or. d:fſemblers in Religion, and when they'fnd -oppertunity” 
* to fall into Rebe#02, as there are many Examples: p. 27, 

«In: the: Ancient times of Chriſtianity; ſuch means were 
*not uſed as might make Hereticks amd Schiſmaticks more 06/14 
© #ate than dotible, it hrough'the prepotterons Proceedings he | 
* Magi#pates and. Minifters' of Fnſtice- in the' Execs: ion of 
« Penal Laws, vitd rather as Snares tor gaining of Money and 
* Pecuniary . MulQts 'impos'd, -rathes as Prices ſet upon Ofen- 
© ces; thin as Puniſhmeats for the Reformation of Manners, 
zbid. pag. 23. . $54 % 
'©'Fhe Ancient Chrittians were forbidden by the Imperial” 
Law, as allo by the Laws of other: Chriſtian ' 
2:55.04: -* Nations, under a great' Penalty to weddle with 
© the-Geods 'of the Jews or Pagans living peaceably. ' 
ibid. pag. 29. LH | 'S 
-* For, the' Goods of the Jews, although Enemies to the 
© Chriſtian- Religion, canner for the —_ 
© by Eſcheat unto -Chriſtian"Prizces, under whom they Live. 
#14. pag. 29. ; | | 
«Wo trdy aid, that Peace, a Mefſenager whereof; an Anpel ' 
< hath been choſen to be, is /carſeever EXabliſhedbythe Sword + 
©and the Goſpel, the blefled Peace, cannot be 5 veg by ' 
* the Sound of the Cannoz ; neither the 'SatredW 
* veyed unto us,by the #mprons hands of Souldiers ; neither Tran- 
os be brought to the. Perſons and Conſcitences of Men, 
' by that which brizgeth Ruin nnto Nations. thid. Pag- JO. 
He has faid- much in a-little,. the Talent an 
Men truly great. I givethis {tull to the Church of Exp lands: 
Principles, which yet makes-it harder for her to juſtitic: her 
PraCticein her uſe of Power. * But let us hear a: King ſpeak, \ 


and one the Church of England is bound to hear by many 


Obligations: .  - 


e of Religion cone” | 


ord'be icon. 1 : 


Honour of - þ.. 


0 38:); BY 
Charles. the Firſt ,- out. of. his #exder 'and prixcely 


ſence 0 the Jad and bleedsyg. Cond:tion of the Kingdom, and 
his.unwearied Deſires to.apply ſuch Remedies, as by the bleſ- 


LS. 


ling . of Almighty God, . might ſettle it- in Peace; by tlie 
bled at O-xferd,. propgunded and defiredy that-all the Members 
MEE fe? on; 


ſuch :h:izgs, as may conduce to the maintenance and defence 


Sings Mcſſageof a'Treaty,: March. 1643. from Oxford, Su: 
pet cribed to the Lords -and Commons of Parliament afſem- 
led at Weſtminſter. | | | 
'Tn the Kings Twentierh Meſlage for Peace,. January 29. 
"wy ; ns HE» rt ages kg in his 
eſſage-of the 5th. preſent, for the eaſe of their 'Conſciences 
who oo not” EMERY or Serwice Sor r wirs ws by 
Att of Parliament in this Kingdom, He intends that 'all other 


 Ethereare theſe 
 IDiltempers coxcer»ig Church Diſcipline, azd thur the. Pref: - 


I Pyote ants behaving themſelves. anni in*and_ towards the 


vil Government, ,ſhall have the: wee. Gpercile:of therr Religi- 
on according to their own. way. > Gros ks 
" :Inthe Thire third Meſſage-for Peace, November 17. 1647. 

Words, His Majefty conſidering the great preſent 


dfterian Government z '4ow .in prattice, his Majeſty toeſchew 
P » thy or %S-5 4 , ty ” . a oY . # Mw 
onfuſion, 4s--uch as., may . be, . and, for the. ſatisfattion of his - 


* Po Houſes, 't5. content that the ſaid Government be legally per- 


: tted to-ſtand in the [ame Condition it now is, for three Years; 
ravided, that bis Majeſty and thoſe of his.,Fudgment(or any other 


' pho zahnot in Conſtience ſubmir thereunto) be not obligedto com- 


ly with the Presbyrerian Government, bat have free Practice of 
fee own Profeſſion without receiving any Prejudice thereb 


*forh the Ile of 77g hr. - In 


FY.To!0o! 


vice of his Lords and Commons of Parliament Aſem-. 


fboth Houſes might ſecurely meet in a full and: free- Con+. 
vention of Parliament, there to treat, conſult and agree ya 


of the Reformed Proteftant Religion, with due conſidera». 
tion-to all ju. and reaſonable eaſe to tender Coniſciences. The 


y the Liberty: affered in his” 


* _ 


In his Declaration to all lisPeople, FanweH)"r3.-1645.. 
from Carisbrook Caſtle; aftet the" Vores* of 'no*Addrefs, Hz ; 
ſays, I have ſacrificed to my two Houſes of Parlizment, for the 
Peace of the Kingdom, ell, but what is muchmore dear to me then' 
Ty Li, »y Conſcience and my Honour. | San 
' Inhis Letter to the Lords, Gentlemerr and Committee of 
the Scotch: Parliament, ' together with the Officers of the Ar- 
my, Fuly 3. 1648. from Carisbrook Caftle.—— As the beſt 
'l foundation of Loyalty is Chriſtianity, fo true Chriſtianity is 
| perfet Loyalty. as S090 4. 

j Upon his Majeſties. retirement from 


VI. E1K@QN BAETIA. 


Beaſts, to drive and compel men to whatever tumiiltary Patrons 
| ſhall projetÞ.. He deſerves to be aSlave withokt Piry or Redemp- 
| tion, that is content ta have his Rational Sovera igfity of his 
| | Soul, 27d Liberty'of his Will 2nd Words ſo captivated.-—— 


who ſeriouſly indeavoars to ſee the beſt teaſon of things,aud faith- 
fully follows _ he takes fot. reaſon ; 


| '; the uprightneſs of bis 
Intentions wilexcuſe the poſſible failings y Y. 


-» I. 


[ _ King, zhem to prefer his Conſcience before his Kingdoms.” 


and hai rather be Cruel than accounted Cold, and is nbt ſeliom 
[| more greedy to kill the” Bear far her Skin, than far 431 harm he 
bi. | hath done. — ibid, Dmy God, thon feeſt how much'Craelty 
among Chriſtians is acted under the colour of Religion 
5 as T_ could not be Chriſtians unleſs we Cructfie ons 
another. _ : OLAHA oeets fl 'WLLae 0! 


in matters of Religion thoſe Truth's g47n moſt on mens" Judg 
| - : wy meat 


Weſiminſter.——Sxre it ceaſes ro be Coryſel, when not Reaſon 
is uſed, as to Men toPerſwade, but Force and Terror «5 to 


Again, ibid. Swre that Marr cannot be blameable to God or Man, þ 


| of his Underſtanding. | 
| — Again, ibid. I know no Reſolutions more worthy a Chriſtian | 


| XII. Upon the Rebellion and Troubtes in Ire/and, — Some] 
kind of Zeal counts all mercifuf Moderation Lukewarmn 41 


X111. Upon the calling the Scors and their comirig,— Sur 


f 
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ments 4#4 Conſciences MSIE leaft urged with Secular Vi- 
olence, which weakerts Truth with Prejadices; andis #nreaſonable 
fo be uſed,till ſuch means of rational Convittion hath been appl#d, 
as keaving no excuſe for Ionorance condemns mens Obſtinacy to 


| ably protege zolent Motions are neither Wanly, Chyri- 
Uta 


n zor Loyal.-The pzoper Engine of Faction is Force; 


"the Arbitrator of Beaſts, not of reaſonable Men, .,wch leſs of 


humble Chriſtians «xd loyal SubjeCts,ix matters of Religion. 
XIV. Upon the Covenant. Religion requires Charity 


and Candor toothers of different Opinions.— Nothing Violent 


and Injurious can be Religions. | 

Fl Upon the many Jcaloufies raiſed, and Scandals caſt 
upon the King to' ſtir up the People againſt him.— 1s 
point of true Conſcientions [ſenderneſs ( attended with Humility 
and Meekneſs, not with proud or arrogant Ativity, which ſeeks 
#0 hatch every egge A indifferent Opinion to Fattion or Schiſm ) 
F have oft declared hew little Þ defire my Laws and Scepter ſhould 
zntrench over Gods Soverdignty, Which ts the only King of 
mens Conſciences. 

' XXPTI. To the Prince of Wales.——Tike heed of abetting to 
any Fattions ; jour partial adbereing to any one Side gains you 
wot 'ſo great Advantayes it ſome Mens Hearts ( whoare prone to 
be of their Kings Religion ) as it looſeth you inothers, who think 
themſelves, and their Profeſſion, firſt deſpiſed, then perſecuted 
by you. —— My Connſel and Charge to. you is, That you po 
conſider the fans real or objetfed Miſcarriages, which might 


| occaſion my  roubles, that you may avoid them. — A Charitable 


Conmyvance 4x4 Chri#:a» Toleration,  offex difipates their 
Strength whem rougher Oppoſition fortifies. Always keep up 

id Ptrety ins thoſe Fundamental Traths ( which mend 
both Hearts and Lives of- Men ) with impartial Favour and 
Fuſtice——Tour Prerogative is beſt ſhewed and exerciſed in re- 
mitting rather then exatting the rigour of the Law, there being 
wothing worſt than legal Tyranny. oF or ro ns 


| - 1989 


| 8 '$ 6.) , 
Andes this was the Sence and. Judgment of a King that, 
Time and the greateſt Troubles had:inform'd-with a ſuperiour, 
Judgment, {and-which to be ſure highly juſtifies the meaſures, 
that are now taken ). So-Dr. Huaſen his Plein-deating Chaplain 
muſt not be forgotten by us on this occaſion, who took the free- 
. dom to tell his Royal Maſter, That he Jookt upon: the Calamities 
he laboured under to be the hand of God upon him, for not having. 
given God. his. due over Conſcience... Fry offs. 
Qne can eaſily imagin..this to be Reformatipn Language, 
and then it.is not hard to.think how low. that Church-mult. 
| be fallen; that from ſo free and excellenta Principle, is ng 
. to make, execute and uphold Pena! Laws for Religion, againſt 
her Conlcientious Neighbours ;. but it is to. be. hoped, that, 
like Nebuchadnezzar's Image, whole Feet wis a mixture of 
Tron and Clay, and therefore could not ſtand for ever ; Perſe-' 
 cution will not be able to mix. ſo with, the Seed of Men' but 
that Humanity will overcome -it, ;and Mankind one day be 
delivered from that Iron hard and fierce Nature.  _ 
I havedone with my Churclt of Exglands Evidences againſt 
Perſecution. - And for the Judgment of all ſorts of Dillznrers | 
1a that Point, let their Practice-have been .what it will, ao- 
thing” is clearer than. that they diſallow of Perſecution, .of 
which their daily Addreſſes. of Thanks to the King, for his 
General Eaſe by his Excellent Declaration. are 'an .undoub- 
ted Proof. SANS 
Thus then we. fee. it is evident, that it is not only. the Du- 
ty.of all Parties, as they would be-thought 'Chriſtians, to-Re- 
al Pexal Laws for Religion, but upon a fair enquiry, we 
lee it 15 the avowed Principle of every Party at one time or 
other that Conſcience ought not to: be. compel'd, nor Religt- 
on impos'd upon worldly Penalties. And fo-1 come to the 
third'and laſt part-of this Diſcourſe. | | - 25 
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PART 11]. 


| Tees the Intereſt of all Parties, and-e(pecially the Chirch of 
| England. . 


 $Ttake all Men to be unwillingly ſeparated from their 

"Y" Interefts, and conſequently ought only to be ſought and 
-diſcours'd in them, ſo it muſt be granted me on all hands;that 
Tatereſts charge as well as Times, and *ris the Wiſdom of a 
Man to obſerve the Courſes, and' humor? the Motions of his 
| Tatereff, as the beſt way topreſerve it. Andleaſt any ill-na- 

- turd or miſtaken Perfon ſhould call it temporizing,I makethis 
early Proviſion ; That I mean no immortal or corrupt com- 
plyance': A Temporizing,deſervedly baſe with Men of Vertue, 

_ and 'whichin all times, my PraCtice as well as Judgment hath 

ſhown the leaſt Averſion to. For upon the Principle now 86, 
and which Tlay down, as common and granted in Reafon 

and Fatt with all Parties concern'd in this Difcourſe, that 
Man, does not change, that morrally follows his Intereſt tis 
det all its Revelutions, becauſe to be true'to his Intereſt is his 
firſt civil Principle. Tpremiſe this to mtroduce what I haye to 
offer, with reſpeCt to the Intereſts to benow treated upon, - 

And firſt, I fay, I takeir to be the Intereſt of the Church of 

England to aboliſhthe Penal Laws, betauſe it never was het In- 

tereſt to make them. My reaſons for that Opinion are theſe, Firſt, 
they have been an bh OR to invalidate the Sufferings of 
the Reformers, becauſe if it be unlawful to diſobey Govern= 

- ment abour matters of Religion;they were 1n the Yoo And 
if they ſay, O but they were in Error that puniſh'd their 

Non-conformity ; 1 anſwer, how can ſhe prove that ſhe is 

Infallibly in the Right ? And if _ cannot be done, ſhe —_—_ 

Hf | pels 
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pels to arancertainty upon = ſameterms. Secondly, She has 
overthrown the Principles upon which ſhe ſeparated from . 
Rome. For if it beunlawful ro plead Scriptyre and Conſcience 
to vindicate Diſſent from her Communion, it was unlawful | 
for her upon the ſame Plea to. diſſent from the Chuyclizof, .. 
Rome, unleſs-fhe will ſay again, that ſhe'was in theRight,bue. | 
the other in the Wrong, and fheknaws this is no Anſwer, but | 
a begging.of the Queition:;. tor. they that, Jeperate-from. her, . 
think themſelves as Serious,Devourt. and as much in the Right 
asfh&could do.” *If then Conſcience and Scripture, interpres | 
ted with the belt” E724: ſhe had; were the ground of her RE+ | 
formation, The muſk allow the Liberty ſhe takes,or /be cats her 
Words, and (ubwerts her Foundation; then which nothing can. 
be more deſtruQive tothe Intereſt of any Beeing,. Civil or 
Eccleſiaſtical. *_ Thirdly, The Penal Cans fave been the &rca, 
Mzke-bete.1n the Kingdom from the beginning. For if T ſhoul, 
grant that ſhe had once been truly the Church of England, I 
mean,” conſitting of all the, People of Ezg/ana, ( which The 
was got, for there were divers Parties ring Bala the firſt 
of her eſfibliſhment ), yet ſince it afterwards appear'd ſhe 
was bur one Party tho, the biggeſt, ſhe ought not 'to have 
made her Power more Nagin than her Faith, nor her 
Faith ſo by the Force of her Temporal Authority, "Tis trug 
ſhe got the Magiſtrate of het ſide, but ſhe engaged” him tog 
far,” For ſhe knew Chriſt 'did" not. leave Cz/ar Executor 
to his laſt Will and Teſtament, and that that ſhould be the 
reaſon why ſ\te did fo, wa's none of the beſt Ornaments to her 
Reformation.  'Fhat ſhe was but a Party, tho the biggeſt, /by 
the Advantages that temporal Power brought her,” T Tran cali; 
ly prove, but I will introduce it with a ſhort Account of our 
State-Reformation here in Exgland. © Deb 

Henry the Eighth, wasa kind of Hermophredite in Religian, 
or.in the Language of the times,a Trimmer ; 'being a meddly, of 

Et e hoe | Papiſt 
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Papiſt and Proteſtant, and at part he aQted to the Life, qr 
*tothe Death rather ; Sacrificing oa the ſame Day Men of 
' both Religions, becauſe one was not Proteſtant enough, and 
_t'other Papiſt enough for him. In this time were ſome {nc 
"baprifts, for the diſtinQtion of Church of Exg/avd, and Catva- 

Edward the Sixth ſucceeded, ' a Prince that promiſed Ver- 
*rues, that Tmhight more than ballance the Excetſes of his Father, 
"and yet by Arch-Biſbop Craumer , was compelled to fign a 
Warrant to Burri poor Joan of Ke#t, a famous Woman, but 
couttedan Enthuſiaſt : But to prove what ſaid of him, 'twas 
'not'Without frequent Denials and Tears, and the Biſhop ta« 
king npon him to anſwer for it at Gods Judgment; of which 


I hope his Soul was diſcharged, tho his Body, by the ſame 


Eaw, fuffered the ſame Puniſhment in the ſucceeding Reign. 


Thus even. the Prote/tauts with Blopd\for meer Rehgi- 


On, and taught the Romans, in ſucceeding times, how $0 
deal with them. Res oo op 
' Ar this time the Controverſie grew warm between the 
Chucch of Exg/end and the Ca/vani/ts, that were the Abler 
Preachers and the Better Livers. . The. Biſhops being moſtly 
men of State,and ſome of them looking rather backward then 
forward, Witneſs the Difficulty the ing had to get Hooper 
CS Biſhop, without Conformity to the relerved Ce+ 
emonies. — pes 1 _ \ fond | Ba _ Jo 

' Queen Mary came in, and ended the Quarrel at the Stake. 


Now 'Ridly and Hooper hug, and are the deareſt Brethren and. 
| beſt Friends ir the World. Hooper keeps his. Ground, and 


Rid!yftodps with his Ceremonies to. r'others, further Refor- 
mation. | But this Light and Vain ond from their Peplc-. 


- Chtfon': For thoſe abroad at Fraxtford, and other places pela 
at 


not uponTo*good Tetnis: Their Fewds grew fo great. thai 
theone refuſed Communion with the other,many endeavours 
G G 2 : were 
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were uſed,to quench the Fire,i but tliey were ineftectual ;-at 
belt ir lay under the Aſhes *of rheir AMittion for.anothgr- 
-time ;- for noſooner was een Elizabeth upon her. Throne 
then they returned, and their Difference with them,. They - 
"managed-it ciyilly for a while, but Ambition in ſome, and 
-Covetouſneſs in others on the one hand, and Diſcretion gi-- 
ving way to Reſentment on the other, they fuft Sees 
and her Miniſters, and when that ended in favour of the Mep- 
of Ceremory, the others arraigned them. before the rſt Refor-- 
mers abroad, at Geneva, Bazil, Zyrich,, &c.. The leading 
Prelates by their Letters, as DoCtor Burxer lately. tells. us, 
in his Printed Relation of his Travels, cleat themlelyes to - 
thoſe 6ſt Dottors. of any ſich Impuration, . and. lay all- 
upan the Queen, who for Reaſons of 'State-would not be 
brought to {6 Inceremonious a way, of Worlhip as. that. of. 
the Cxhuentfo.. OOO herds 
-* At this time tliere were Papifts, ProfeZants, Evangeliſt, 
Pracifians, Ubiquitifts, Familifts or EnthiſnaFs and 4» 4p>- 
_ tifis in Exglqnd ; when the very firſt. Year of her Reign, a 
Law for Uniformity. in Worſhip and Diſcipline was. enatte 
and more followed of the ſevereft Nature, and ſometimes ex- 
ecuted. Ts then we ſee that there.never was ſuch a thing. 
is a Church of England fince the Days of -Popery, that. is, a- 
Church of Communion:containing all the People of the Kings ; 
dom, and ſo cannot-be faid to beſo much as. a Twin of the. 
Reformation ; nevertheleſs, ſhe got the. Blefſing of. the Civil. 
Magiſtrate. She. made _him' great” to he great by. him: If 
She might be the Church, He. ſhould be the. Heas.. - Much 
good may the Bargein. do her.. Now is the. gime for her ta. 
#47d to her Printiple. I never knew any. body cxeccd their - 
Bounds that were not met with. at 1:,- Tf-we could eſcape. 
Men, God we cannot, his Providence will overtake us, and; 
find us out, OE OE Ol + x 


By 


By all this. then: i ed atthe Cl It of :Ezgland 
SY BLISS. FNek it appearing, that the Cuurcit of E#2g/a8 

was n BTR: ation he Oaks 1s plain that the Pena! Laws were 
a Make-bate,. tor they Sacrificed every ſort of People whofe 
_Conſciences differed from the. Church of Ermg/and; which 
Hit put the Romerift upon flattering Prerogative, and: cour- 


ao 


ting its Shelter from the wrath of thoſe Laws. The Addrels- 
could not be unpleaſant to Princes ;.and we fee it wasnot ; for 
King James, that came in with InveCtives againlt Popery, 
entring the Liſt. with the Learn'd of that Church,and charging 
Hier with all the Marks the Revelation gives to that of Antt- 
\cbriſ}, grew at laſt ſo tame andeaſy, towards the Romazifts, 
that our ode? Arr us of the Fears of the encreale of Po- 
Fery in the litter: A Eo 
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arliament of his Rejgn.. ns: 
In Kzng. Charles theFirſt's time, no. body can doubt of the. 
Complaint,becauſe that was in greatineaſurethedrift of every 
Parliament, and at laſt one-Reaſon of the War. On theother 
hand the Severzty-of the Bifhops' againſt- Meh. of their own. 
Principles, and inthe main, . of their own Communion,cither 
becauſe they. were more zealous in Preaching, -more followed: 
of the People,. or could not wear ſome odd Garment, and lefs, . 
lead the Dance on a.Lords Day at a Maypole, ( the Relique of. 
Flors the Roman Strumpet ). or perhaps for.rubbing upon the 
Ambition, Coretoilants and Lazineſs" of the, Diſcs .and 
Tenorance and Loofneſs of the ordinary Clergy 0 'the Church 
Gof which I could produce Fiye 1 grols Inſtances ) I 
fay theſe things breed bad Blood, and in part, gave begins 
rings tothoſe Animoſities, that at Tait broke forth, with forne 
other Pretences into all thoſe National Troubles that a; As | 
this poor. Kingdom for Ten Years together, in which the 
Church of Exzg/azd became the greateſt. Loſer, Her Clergy. 
turn'd out, her Nobility and. Gentry Sequeſtred, Decimated, 
: Impriſoned, &c. And whatever ſhe is pleaſed tothink, no«. 
* | £hivgis truer, . then that her Pexal Lows, and Condutt 5 Lag 
FAY » 
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" Stay-Chamber, and high Cominiſſion Court in matters of Reli- 
--*Tisas evident; the fame Hurfiour fince the Reftor of 
the late King,” has hadalitioſt the ame Eft. For nothing 
was grown fo larle and” contemptible as the” Chirelt of 'Exe- 
'Zaxd in this Kitigddm ſhe now intitles her ſelf the: Church of : 
Witneſs theEleQtions of the laft tlitee ParliameatSbefore this, 
I know itmay be faid the Perſons<hodſen were Church goers ; 
+-T confeſs it, for the Law would have them 46: But no body 
were more”avers to the Politicks of the Clergy; infomuch 
*that the Parſon and the Pariſh dlinolt every where divided 
| Ls the torr of their Eleftion.” Tn truth, i has betn the 
avour and Connterente of the Crown, andihot her intrinficir 
Intereſt or Value, that' fas kept her'-vp t6'rhis Day ;' elſe 
ther Pexat Laws, the' Balwork of the” Church of England, by 
- the _ figute; that ſhe is one againſt Popery; ad ſunk her 


- EF hope T may, by this time, conclude; without ofence, that 
- he Penal Liews have been a Make-batein' the great Fainily of 
the Kingdom, ſetting the Father againſt his Children, and 
Brethren againſtBrethren ; tiot” oaly giving the Empire to 
one, but endeavouring-toextinguifythe reſt, and that for this 
the Church of Exgiend has once paid a levere Reckoning. I 
apply it thus: Is-ithother Tntereſt to be careful The does it 
not a ſecond time? ſhe has a fair Opportunity” to prevent” it, 
and keep' her felf where ſhe” is, that is,” the Publick Reig/0n 
of the Country, with the real Maintenance of it; which'is 
a plainpreference to all the reſt. If ſhe hopes by her Averſion 
' toa general 'Eaſe,' to ſet tip for a Bulwork againft Popery, 
one Year will. ſhow'the trick, and mightily deceive her, and 
 theOp ity will be loſt, and* another Bargain driven,”T.. 
dare affure her, mightily to her Diſadvantage. Violence and 
Tyranny are no natural Conſequences of Popery, for —_— 
would: 
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wauld folſow where, and in all places and-times alike? 
But. we ſee in:twenty Governments in-Germany there is none 


for Religion, nor was.not for an Age in Frexce, and in Poland; 


he Togo Cantons of Switzerland, Venice, Lucca, Colonia, 
&c.: where that” Religion is Dominant , the People- enjoy: 
their-Ancient and Civil Rights 2 little ,more-fleadily than = 
they. have-of-late time: dane. is Jome Proteſtant . Countries 
nearer home; almoſt .ever ſince the. Reformation... Is this 
againſt Proteſtancy ? No, but very much again{ Proteſtants, _ 
For. had they been true to their Principles; we had beea-upon_ . 
betrer Terms. So-that the Reformation was. not, the Fault. . 
but not keeping toit better than fome havedone;- For-where-- - 
as they. were Papiftsthat both obtain'd the Great .Eharter and 
Charter of Foreſts,.and in the ſucceſſive Reigns of the Kings 
of their Religion, Induſtrioully. laboured the Confirmation of - 
them, as the great Tex# of their Liberties and Properties, by 
above thirty other Laws ; we find:almoſt an equal Number to- , 
Deſtroy them, and.but one made. in. their Favour. ſince -the 
Reformation, and that ſhrowdly againſt the will of the-higlr - . 
Church-men too ; I mean #he Petition of Right, in the third + 
Year of Charles the firſt... In ſhort, 'They deſire a legal Secu- 
rity with us, and we are afraid of it, leaſt it ſhould inſecure 
us; when nothing-can do it ſo certaialy as their. Inſecurity, 
for Safety makes no Man Defparate. . And he that ſecks caſe 
by Law, therefore does it, becauſe he would-not attempt it 
Force... . Are we afraid of their Power and yet provoke it ? 
this Jealoufic and Averſion.prevaih, .it may drive her to.a 
Bargain with the Kingdom-.for fych general Redemption of - 
Property, as may. deſolve. our, great .Corporation-of Con» 
ſcience; and then:the will. think that halfa:-Loaf had been bet- 
ter thanno Bread, and that it had been more adviſable to have 
parted with Penal Laws, that only ferv'd to dreſs her in-Satyr, 
then have loſt all for keeping them.; . eſpecially, whea ..it 
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Was but parting. with Spurs, Clavs and Bills, that made her 
look more like a YVulter than a Dove, and a Lien' than a 


- But I proceed to my next Reaſon, why it is her Intereſt-tg 
Repeal thoſe Pexal Laws, (tho a greater cannot .be advanced 
.to Men'than ſelf Preſervation) Nos that is, That ſhe elfe breaks 

with a King heartily inclin'd to preſerme her thy any way that is 
not Perſecuting, and whoſe Intereſt ifhe once perſu'd at all 
Adventures, when more than ſhe ſees was ſuggetted to her by 
the Men of :the Intereſt ſhe oppoſed in favour.of his Claim. 
'Wihat then has befallen her,that ſhe changesthe courſe ſhe took 
with ſuchaeſglutions of perſeverance? for bringing him to the 
Crown with this Religion, could not bemore her Duty to his 
Title; or her.Jatereſt to ſupport her own, than it 1s till, to 
be fair with kim. If ſhe ow'd' the one to him: and to Chriſti« 
anity, ſheis not-lefs indebted to her {elf:the other. Daes he 
ſeek to.impoſe his own Religion upon her? By no means: 
"There 15'no body would abhor the Attempt, or, .at all Ad- 
ventures, condemn it more than my ſelf, What then.is the 
matter ? why he deſires eaſe for his Religion,” ſhe doesnot | 
think fit to conſider. him! un: this, .( no not tothe: King ſhe | 
brought with this Objetian tothe Crown ) Certainly ſhe is | 
much-in the wrong, and ſhews her felf an i Courtier- (tho 
it was become her calling ) firſt to give him Roaſt-meat, then 
beat him with the Spit. Is not this to quit thoſe high Princi- 
ples of Loyalty and Chriftianity the valued her {clt once up» 
on, and whatihecan, provoke the Miſchiefs ſhe fears? cer- 
tainly this is dividing in Judgment from him that ſhe has 
ackowledged to be her Ecclefiaſtical Head. "3 | 

My fifth Reaſon is, that as the making and executing the 
Penal Laws for Religion aftetts all the ſeveral Parties of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters as well as the Papiſts (the Judges in'Yaughs 
#4a#'stime, and he at the Head of rhem, giving it as their Opi- 
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ens CA 5 
-nion, they were equally ' expoſed to thoſe Laws) and'that 
are thereby naturally driven into an Intereſt withthem ;'fo it * 
is at thjs time greatly. the Prudence of the-Ghurch of Exsland : 
to repeal them, 'for byſo doing ſhe divides -the Intereft-that : 
ſelf Prefervation aHows'all Men to perſue,” that are united by 
danger: And fince the is aſſured the Papi/ts ſhall-not have the 
leſs Eaſe in this King's time than if the Laws were RepeaPdy: 
and that her Fears are not of the ſucceeding Raigns, hows) 
their Repeal a great Inſecurity , eſpecially, when by that, 
ſhedraws into her Intereſt all the Proteſtant Diſſenters;that are' 
abundantly more contiderable than the Papiſts,' and that are: 
asunwillng that Popery ſhould be NVatiomal as her ſelf. For: 
if this be not granted, {ce what Reputation follows to the: 
Church of Exg/and. She tells the King ſhe does not deſire 
his Friends ſhould be: perſecuted,yet the torbearance'muſt not. 


 be-by Declaration to ſave the Government, nor by Law to ſave 
| her; and-withour one of theſe Warrants, every-civil Magi- 


ftrate and Officer in Ergland is Perjured that:ſuffers them.in 
that Liberty againſt Law. How can ſhe be ſincerely willing; 
that hauls be done, -that {he'.is-not willing ſhould be done. 
te 6-78 4d | . 

EM Szxthly,the Church of Ezglavd does not know but they 
or ſome other Party may-at-one time or other prevail. © It 
ſeems to me her Intereſt to ſet a good Example, and fo to be- 
ſpeak caſie. Terms for her ſelf. I know of none intended, and 
believe no body but her ſelf can place her To low, yet-if it 
were her unhappineſs, I think tohave civil Property-ſecur'd 
out of - the Quiettion of Religion, and Conttraint upon .Con- 
ſcience prevented by a Glorious Magna C harta for the liberty of 
it,;werenota thing of ill Conſequenceto her Intereſt. ' Let 
ps:but conſtder-what other Princesdid:fortheir own Religion, 
within the laſt COS ay nm -when they cametothe Crown, 
and we canndt think ſo ſoft and'equal a thing as an impartial 
17 1135 1.3 H Laberty 
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Is Haney of Eonſciepce; after all that - 
Sacceſſor, an ordinary Carafter. of a.Pri Ce, -C 
Czranceto us : . This ought not-to. 
there is ſome care-due.to Poſterity :: Thothe- preſene Mem-- 
bers of - her Communion may ; eſcape the. Tempration,: their 
Children may not: : They. may change the :Religion. of. their . 
Egucation,. and Conlticrniand y chute. fome other Communi- - 
on.'. Would they ſubmit the Fortunes they leave them to the: 
Rape of; hungry Courtiers, . Biggots and indigent : Informer, 
or have their poor. Polterity  Impeveriſbt; Beniſht or Execated: 
for Sober apd Religious Dillent? God knows into whoſe hands.. 
theſe Laws at. laſt may fall”. what Miſchief-rhey-may do: and: : 
ro whom. . Believe. me, a.King of the humor. of Sr:F. K, of . 
the Wei, or. Sr W. A. of Reading, .. or Sr. R. B.' or Sr S. S. of. 
London, would, with ſuch vouchers, quickly make a Go/gathe.. 
of the Kingdom... Itſhethinks her ſelf conſiderable in Nums - 


ber or Eſtate, ſhe will. have the. more to looſe... Let her: not . 


therefore eſtabliſh.that in thePrejudice of others, that May'in.: 
the hands of others turn. to; her Prejudice... 

. Leith, I would not; have wo miſs .the advantage that i 4 
deſign'd her by thoſe. that perhaps ſhe thinks . worſtof.+ I. 
dare fay no body would willingly Re "ne in bir 
Chair, and yet thatmay happento be the Con! ce of her - 
'Fenaciouineſs in. a little-time. . For if the Av -her Sons | 
promote by whole ſale againſt Popery ſhould error theres - 
mains of it-in.htr ſelfare nook Gon to elca wer, 14 Reformation: 
I mean, - FI Government ,; hoe Cena 
Worſhip "_ the bas —__ _ ron acar dt 
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eſteemed may feer coo great a Rep of Reformation «& 
orice, nies Oo ſhe has taſted er oh of that Regiment, 
Sy. to'beonce wile, and keep the Be/enceiin her own Hands. And 
yt certain it:is, that nothing will ſo effeftually do-this,as the er 
IC treated Liberty of Conſcience; for then there will be four _ 
IC. Parties of Difſenters belides her ſelf, to Belarce againſt any 
b= - Defigns that may werp or byaſs things to their Advancement. 
IS: : And that which ought to induce che Church of Exg/exd not 
f,. a little to haſten, as well as do the thing, is-this; ſhe is 
d.. now a ſort of National Church by Power, ſhe will then be the 
is. Fublick Church by Concurrence of all Parties. 'Inftcad of 
d::& -Encmics to invade or undermine her, they that ſhould do it 
of. | are madetthe Friends of her m_ the happineſs they en- 
df : Joy through her c if an ould be ſo un- 
natural or ungrateful to her,the Intereſt of thereſt will oblige 
= -| them tobe her Spys and Security againſt the Ambition of any 
ot | fuchParty. Idoheartily.pray toGod that he would enlighrex 
nil he Eyes of her Leaders, 'and give them good Hearts too, that 
Fattion may not prevail againft Charity, in the name of Re- 
digion:: And above-allhat ſhe would not be proud of her 
Numbers, -or ftand off ypon that Refleftion; for that alone 
awillquickly lefſenthem in 'a Nation loving Freedom as much 
as this we livein; And what in the Town is an ill 
of the C my There are Pa- 
Souls 


in. them and if 


< 48") 

| Bicnds.. . For;beſides that We.ase oealef natuo'd ! 
People, in the World to. beappeas'd, th therearethals charms..an . 
' Liberty.and ,Property to Engliſh Nature that no. endeavours 
can reli or dilapoint. And can. we reaſonably.think the Ro- - 
" maniſts ,will be wanting in- that, when :they. ſee it:is. their 
"own (and perhaps their only) Intereft.to.do-{0 ? - Theſe are 
the Arguments. which, I conteſs, have. prevailed with meto- 
"importune the Church of Ezgland.to yeild to the Repeal of 

_ all the Penal Statutes, and I ſhould be glad to ſee them either 
.well refuted or ſubmitted to.. 

'Tſhall now Azaref my ſelf to thoſe of the Riman Chorcs 

. and hope to make itappear it is their Intereſbtofitdawn | 
Fally with the Liberty of Conſcience herein.defired, and thata. 
Toleration and no.more, is that whictr all Romaniſts ought.to 
bedatisfied with... My Reaſons. are theſe. Eir/t, De Oppoje- - 
tion that Popery. eyery , where finds :. For. ig not 15 5 th 

' Kingdom ſo-much of a mind as in this. Averfion :: *Tis 
news, and.ſo-may. be the better {aid and taken.- thy bc | 
this Unity, this Vniverſality and this Viſibility againſt Pope- | 
ry, make the attempt, for more.then. Liberty of wap: ; 
too. great. and DRngFIOUS,. -þ [ believe there pry, Lame pipe 
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Which: 1 my ſecond neck © 7 *g they-hawvg aot. the. Power, 
PN Wy rchend oft. an are three 3 

Fab ſoljollozon Firſt; their want of Han 
"next, want Eb FT Ry. rhetr Tat reſtine Drviſior ; - ich. 
whatever we think, is nat inconſiderahle. They are few, We 
Tauft all agree; to thz Kingdom, upon tie beſt Computation 
that could be made: ' Ont of eight Millions of People , they 
are not Thirty #houfand, and thoſe but thiply ſown np and 
down the Nation; by which it appears that the Difproportion 
of the natural ſtrength is not leſs than two hundred and ſven- 
ty. Perſons to one. . *$o that Popery in” Exgland is likea Sprrit 
without 4 Boay, or a General without an Army. Tt can hurtno 
more than Bullets-without Powder, or a Sword and no Hand 
to ule it. Idare Bay, theres not of that Communion, enough 
f the Coal Fires.im London, and yet we are 

appr prehenfive they are able to corfſume the whole Kingdom: 
am” ſtill 'more Ee of her, Fears' than' of. them; © tor tha 
$ their. Religion i ir no Reign! has ap= 

eared much lower. 

© 0 but: they: have the Ring of their $ ide, ans he 'P, the 
Executive Power in his Hands | True, and: thisI call the 
Artificial Strength of the Kin 2dom;. | But I Gy, firſt we have 
his Word to bind him. "Andtho Tome may think 'our Kings 
cannot:' be tyed by their People, certainly they may be tyed 
S fora . What if T don't look upon the A&t of both 
oulſes to oblige the Kin 7.2 his own Concefſion muſt;and that: 
maybe given ur an AR of State "I take: the King tobe as well 
e&'1m Honour Conſcience to what: he promiſes his 
Peg e in another Method, asif it had Been by his Ro al Af- 
ſent option ork F-4 on honeft mians:'Word is $00 every. 
re; and es RS Sor ode ©. Tis true, - 
and ge? 
why it ſhould with ke TAY Tho, 


C50 F 
the Charth ind white be advifeto ire him the 
of keeping repeated nor 

es Lf of that advantage by Jcaloufies and. tr" 
that make her ſuſpeQted, and may oy force ima ineoinocher C 
duR, I cannot help helieving that the will notto 
let her feel the niet benefit of his 

But /next; we have - his Age for our Security, which is the 
ſecond Proof, of.the.ſecond Veafin, why the Papiſts ſhould 
look no farther then a Toleration. "This 1s the want of 'timeT 
.mention'd. [They have but ove Life in the Leaſe, and 'tis 
out of their power;torenew;. Croaeagar ated .liv'd faſt too, 
andis got within ſeven of threefeore.; | 3 --yupl Age then 
moſt of his Anceſtors ever attain'd. Wel, he has an Army 
.and many Officers of hw _ Rebigion. Andif it be ſo, whar 
can it do ? It may.ſuppreſs an Inſurreﬀion, but upon the at- 
temps we foolilhly _ were hardly a Breakfaſt to the 


Quarters they Biek 11. Jari they were rogether, all the.con; 


fines or AR parts of the Nation-would Riſe like Graſs upon 
them, and if.diſperſed,. to.be.ſure-rhey have .not firength for 
fuch-an Attempt. 
But if #hey are #ot ſufficient, there is.u Potent Prince not ir 
7 can Ek 4A :Deft ign, who is BOt. -angr. with Proteſt ancy af 
e only, Suppoſe this, is there not-as Potent: Navel Powers 
toaſſi hs Comtittion ofthe Kingdom from ſuch.Invaſions ? 
and Land ones too. - And as the Prateſtant Governments 
ve more Ships ;then the ther, #-an.<qual Land Forts 
when: by ſuch attempts tomake| | 
awaken'd to'the.uſe of them: But certainly we mult ro Be 
filly to think the King ſhould ſuffer ſos ata ſhaketo his. Own: 
IJacereit >Atheſgec Lac Ars .of For, enter-þ 


gers, an ind. 


Kate and Bloody 
Re Eo ages, ; 
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uldren _willelleks Weld] 62 meaningof che Fright? 
» The-third-Proof of my ſecond. Reaſon, is the Inreftine. Di- 
viſion | among. themſelves. That Diviſion, weakens. a: great - 
Body; and rendersa ſmall one harmleſs, all will agree. Now 
| ca he there isſucha. thing as Diviſion amongthem.is towa talk 
Seaulars & Regulars have gver: been two Intereſts all the 
Rovagn Ghaech angry ang 8 theyars nos only 10 here, but the | 
#lars differ among themſelves. There is aot'a Coflee-Houle 
'own'thae does not freely: telus that the Fe/wites and Be- 
mm are at variance, .thatCount” :DNa-Pathe Popes. Nun-- 
hon + Ne Biſhop, Lyrwe Dill. y- fromthe/Politicks of 
Nay. tother Day: the Story-was that they had-pre-- 
NE Factreb over:them;.-- The -Lords' an. Gentlemen . 
er (0% {ones wh :have Fe LIE "nope I ow the 
lengths:they'ought t6-go0p Moderation-lcems to betheconglu- 
ſion; Together they-are ///e, andean dolittle; and-divided, , 
they are Contemptible inſte2d of Terrible... 
Laſtly, 'the Romen 'Charch ought to. be diſcreet; and think - 
of-nothing further then the entreated-general Eaſe, becauſe it. 
| would. beanextreamthat muſt beget another inthe ſucceeding 
. ;Eoras I:can never. think her {a-weak as well as-baſe, 
that after all her Arguments for the Jus divinum of Succeffi- - 
on, ſhe ſhould, in theFaceof the World, attempt to- violate it - 
inthe: wrong. of..One of another Perſwaſion, (for-that were: 
agreternal lok of, her; with; Mankind). .So-if ſhe: does nar, . 
agd! yet.1s Extravaghnt, :the only riſcs. higher to fall 3 
thenall others in another: 5 ig This wee provoking 4 
own: Ruin.s: And t9-fay; true, | either way would,.as-t 
ſreand:Letter;; has-it,. diferedit her for ever. and-make, true. 
Prophets of. thale _ had: taken ſuch pains to prove falſe, 
oy And ſuppoſing : ber to. reckon;- upon; the juſt - 
Succeſhon,' nothing, can-recommend: her;, 'or continueher - 
biguanls 5s, a -Raign. of. another Judgment , but thighs 
= > 1 
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berty equdlly maintained; Rip other PerfwaGons;” vremte 
berey ha ; th \Feaſog i8. well-as for"their "own own takes;' Ee 
obliged to inks” her.” Here? the- Foundation is*brozd and” 
ſtrong, afnd' what” is buileupon it, has the hs >a | -= 
The Tadenture willer” left! be; iandiP ties? 
are not 10-tmortal a3 Men. : And x xy rk) rs 
Intereſt intite, hiv &noUtits, 263 a: Ros Ly ants 
Crvil Unity at tlie wort?” * 

' Upoitthe:whale:: \ matter, T atolls the'Mertbers of the Ros: 
41 Communion int thits Kingdom; to be miederate; "tis choir" 
Duty audit belongs'to'aN'1 role it 17)Kadl [Ef bhegn, | 

. andit behoves theas mightily Tang hh Cs -—f 
of this Diſco*ſe' belongs to rages (i as well-4asto; the” 

. Chureti-of Englands Fears, viz. the Duty and Spirit of Chriſth- 

_ anity, © Next, ket them do good -Office De | 
his excellent Children; for-as that will hero taken Þ fs 
affetionate a Father; 1d it gives'the lie toxheirHnemie 
geſtions, and recolnments them to the/Grace 'and Favour & 
the Succeſſors. And having faid'this; 'Thavefaid all that be- 
longs to therh in'particular. - Thereis-lefronly my Addreſsto' 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters and Y your Canpages: to ceo 
this Diſcourſe." * © 19 TSS IL. T0: 

Your: Cafe thatare called Po :-D; aicers,; differs: 
mightily: from that of the Church: ks and Rome: For : 
the firft-have the Laws for her, the laſt 'the Prince... Thoſe: 
Low are ag4iaft you; and {he is not williag:rhey: : ; 

Repeal'd': "The Prince offers tobe Kind' toyou ifyown | 
Your Intereſt, #f this ConjunCtuve; is ths Anon. it] 2 
none ought to be-made;that it -is'the» Liberty! of. Coſrinme, 
deſired, becauſe you have much mote need of it; ;havitg: nei-! 
thet: Eaivs'nor Prinee"of your ſide, — 
yur Perſwaſions. The Feats of Popery. I know rea 

wks B be remerabeied'alls, chactieh theLays are not 
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| warits.Bd new-one# to D-ſeroy you, of the Panifis mmm. 
ings ſo-that every fear-you are taug it. to hve of their 
Repeal, is a2ainft-your ſelves: : Sippolg your Apprehenſt- 
ons well: grotinded; you can, but -be Deftroy'd ; hich 15, 
moſt comfartable. for .you- to ſuFer by Law 'or without it ? 
The Chiirch-of England, by her Penal Laws, and the Dotrine of 

Jeadſpip,has Armed thag Religion. (as it falls out) to Deſtroy 
you..* Ny, - has made it a Daty inthe 'King to doit, from 
waich (ys th:)-nothing but an Act of Parſiament can ad- 
ſolve hir,% that hz is not willinz toallpw. And is itnotas rea- 


' ſonablethat you-ſhould ſeek their Repeal, thatif you ſuJer from! 


the Papiſts;: It may be without human Faw, as wellas againf{ 
Cirilts'\Law, as for the Churclr of Fzg/and torkeep them im 
foret;; becauſe if ſhe ſufers, it ſhall beagainſt the Laws made 


' todphbid:her? For notrepealing t1em, brings you an inevi- 


tablemiſckief,'and her, at moſt, but an uncertain fafety ;,tho 
trs'cerfain;-{hs atthefame time will Sacrifice you to it. And 
yet if -were in her cafe, it would pleaſe me better to remove 
Laws'that might reproach me,. and ſtop my Mouth when 


curn'd againſt me, and be content, that if. I Suffer for. my 


on, it is againſt the Law of God, . Chriſtianity and the 
-ntals-of the: old and true Civil Government of -my- 
,. before ſuch Laws helpt to ſpoil it. In ſhort, you 
mult either. go #0 Church, of Meet, or let fall your Worſbipping 
of God. in the way: you believe. If the firſt, . you are Hypo. 
crites, and give away -the Cauſe,. and reproach.your dead 
Brethtens Sincerity, and gratifie the old accuſation. of vb, 
Ambition, &c. and finally. looſe the Hope and Reward of. all 
ſour Sufferings.: | If. the ſecond, iz. .that you Meer again}; 


Las, you run-into the.Mouth-of the Government, whoſe: 


= 


Tecth are to..mectin- you 4nd. Deſtroy you, 4#.by Law .efta- 
blifbed,. | Tf-the laft, you-deny-yous Faith, over-throw your 
own Arguments; fall away from the Apoſtolical-DoCtrine of 


Lg 


"14 alembling 
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afembling together, and an fall intorhe Hands of God; 
and under the troubles of your own Confciences 2nd: woun- | 
dings of his Spirit, . of which *tis faid, whocaw bear them. © Sor . 
that noglung 1 is plainer then that Prore ft Diſſenters are not - 
oblig'd to govern themſelves after ſuch Church of England : 
Meafares,. Fhomoſing her Fears and Jealouſies better Betrom'd - 
then they are : For they are neither in this Kings time in'the | 
fame Condition, with her if the Penal Laws remain iin force, 
nor like to beſo; if. the.canhelpit, ia.the next, Raign, if they 
are not Repcal'd-1n, this ; ſo that” they arg to;be certainly 
Perſecuted now,in. of a0 :uncertamn .iberty then; Uns- . 
certain both whether it” willbe..in her Power, and whether 
ſhe will do it if it be. . The Language of Fear and Aſſurance. 


are two things Afiittion ,promiſes what Proſperity ritel 
Gf this this the *Promiſes made._ tv moperty Micly Y 


ings Reſtoration, and the cancelling of de fomer Dec: 
tion, and what followed upon both are a pla urge And- 
n'>to 


tho the laſt Weſtminſter Parliament encli 
ſomuch op «: 54 "it as the C lergy, and the, moſt TZealous Ho = 
that Churc And if they won old not ther {cet it ro.. 


be reaſonable, Tcan't ſee 'w ſhould 'truſt to - fo _ 
ſelfiſh and ſhort ſighted. = why oo ſhewill toop'to all thoſe Dif. 
——_— Intereſts that are Proteſtant, 'it muſt ' either be 'by-a 


compr _ ad then ſhe muſt part with her Bibops;-her - 
Common-Prajer, her Cerempnies, and this itſelf is but Pres- 
byterian ; (and ſhe. muſt go lower 'et,; ifſhe will comprehend 
therefſt) or, if not, he awiſt Per e 0r,give this Liberty of - 
Copſcience athaſt ; which, 'that ſhe will ever @ yeikh to ynoom---.. 
d, andat a time too, when there is none to- doit, while 
Ther refutes it under her preſent prefſing Circumſtances, Lcon> .. 
Refs I cannot a rehend. But there is yet oneArgument that can þ.. 
never fail to oblige your ebmphaneexyith the General Eaſe en- 
treated; Viz, That the: Penal Laws arg a24inft our 'great Law = 
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| Prijerty, and fo void in thimfelge "This ha ; been! 


,00c? tha , and chat" which," ty: py: x 
Language of eve ow chen can you decline ro 


| There is nothing that can 08 in 2 Conditidn 

elpyourſe}vesorthe Church o the Do- 
— Popery, bur that which Gs s the way 
-ro-harr you both, 'wiz. The Repeal of rhe Pival 'Laws. :For 
-28Forare, youre Hed Handand Ba you are Not your own 
, you canneitherferve her nor yourſelves, you arefaſt in 
acks of her Laws, and tinone thy would have you 
fn: is ro-furs to are them 'to ſupport ' hom. x 


chat Spithwart the Choe . Petal Law, you 


mekounadateable Prize 
'Thaveno mind toend-ſo dyes with you. I have a {n- 
"ere and Chriſti 1 wo you and yours. - Benet Conge'd, 


wt this? wre. I know ſomeof you are told,.it 
e this Laan Introduce Spry nd for Cooſtienae 


hoe u 
Lhe ou cannot do it. But that's a pure miſtake,and improv'd 
»T 7H by thoſe that know it is ſo, which makes it the worſe ; 


for itis nt Introducing Idolatry (taking for granted that Po- 
is ſo) bur ſaving the\ People from 'beihg, Deſtroy'd that 
profeſs -that Religion. - If Chrift, and his Apoſtles had 


s taken this courſe with the World, they muſt have K/ledthem 


Jooſh x of Converting them. *Tis-your miſtake to think the 
Je / rigorons Conſtirution is adequate tothe Chriſtian D- 
penfation'; -by no means; That one Conceit of Fudeiſing 


- arr in our Politicks, has fill'd the World with Miſery, 
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12 The Conclufian. 


I *Siall conclude with one Argument, that equally concerns 
you all,and that is this; you claim the Carafter of Engliſh 
Men. Now to bean Ergliſh Mar, in the-ſence of the Govern- 
ment, 1s tobe a Freeman, whether Lordor Commoner, to hold 
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: King, with fo muck Grace and Goognels legdvus the way«- 
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(57) 
ibe and Poſeigne27 Laws o EB own conſeati unjo, ; 
WA AS) them Yoon FaAst dts Homour, 
 FaQtionor Partiat There prevailing itt the Goye nn parts 7s 
aint the Conftitution of the Kingdorn” - but for Fau Hy only 
"that are uct in' che nature of civil Government ; to wit, 
'Brekihes of haſe Lqws, That are mane eds whole, i in  perſuaric 
of commots 7 ele fot Yor the"; good of the whoh, 

4 This. regard rrailt4r nv NEL be ricglefted, of Solired to. - 
wards any one Intereſt ; for the moment we concede to ſuch 
2 Breach upon "our General Liberty, be it from an averſion 
'we carry to.the peanciphe joke we expoſe, or ſome lite 
finiſter and, temporary” Ben of-our own, . we Sacrifice our 
ſlvesin the prejudices we draW upon” others, or ſuffer them 
to fallunder ; _forour Intereſt iti'this'refpeQis common. If 
then as Eng/ifh meng, we arcas mutually intereſted inthe inyi- 

*olable conſervation.of. each others Civil Rights, as men em- 
'barkdiin the ame Veſſel are, to aye the" Ship they are in for 
their own' ſtkes, weotght"to WatHh,"Serye and Secure the 
Tatereftdf oneanother;* "betauſe it is 0fir owni'to doſo ; and 
'not'by any.means. endure that.to be done to y pale ſome nar- 
'row'regard of -any one Party, which may be drawn ju Example 
"ab fee other tury of Power to-our ow# utter Ruins © 
bis "Had this Honeſt, Jn] Wiſe and E inglth' Confideration 
evailed *with-our: Ancettors of 'al-Q Song from the days 
bf Richard the ſecond, there had been leſs Blood, Trpriſonment, 
- Plunder, Beggery for the Government. of this | ingdom*® to 
"anſwer for. Shalt Tſpeak within our own kriowledge, and 
. that without: Offence, there'has-becn Ruin'd,” finte the - late 
' Kings Reſtoration * above. Fifteen Thouſand: Famiites, 


- and more then Five Thouſand Perſons Dead under Bonds 
. for- matters of meer C onſcience to God : But who hath laid 


it to Heart? Ttis high'time now weſhould (eſpecially when one... 


f a 
: Te.) | E 
| Thelexch you at/if Yo have any Reverence towards G 
MLA ad by op Tong gh 


any 


which,it isunpolBible. we Thould Suffer, and.the Governmene 
. eſcape, that. is ſo much .concern'd .in thecivil Support ang - 
Proſperity of every Party and Perſon that belongsto it. | 
 iLet usnottherefore uphold Penal Laws againit any of our 
"Religious Pcrſwafions, nor make Teffs our of teach others 
Faiths, to.exclude one another our-cwvil Rights ; for by the 
ſame Reaſonthat denying Tranſubsxriatio, is made One:to 
exclude a Ppiſb, to own it, may be- made one to exclude a 
Church of England-man, a Presbyterian, an Independant, a 
LQuaker,andArnataptift.; For the Queſtion is. not who is in the 
right in Opinion, bur whether he 1s not 1n Practice. ## the 
wrongy thatfor ſuch-an Opinion deprives his Neighbour of 
| his common __ ? . .Now 'tis certain there.is not one of 
Party,that would willingly have a Teft-made our of his Belge, 
to abridge him of his native Priviledge; -and therefore nei- 
ther the Opinion of Tranſubſtention im the Papiſts, Epiſcopacy 
in the Church 'of England Man, "Free-will in\the Arminian , 
Predeſtination-m the Presbyterian, 'Perticular Churches in 
the Independant, ' Dipping of adult People im the Anabaptiſt, 
nor '#0t-ſwearing. in the Quaker, ought to be madea Teft-of, 
ro deprive him of the' comforts of his Life,- of render him 
hw» 75 of the ſervice of his Country, to which by a'na- 
rural Obligation he is indebted, and from which, no Opanion 


cn 


B IB Q 


- I i aw 
"= 


, 
1, 
S, 
Nh 
1C 
ol 
e 
at 
Ir 
A 
bY 
kl 
Ar 
rs 
1e 
to 
A 
Aa 
he 
he 
of. 
$f. 


a>» 


can diſcharge him, and for that: Reafos, much leſs ſhould 
pop .other Party think it fat, or 1n their power to exclude 


And indeed it were ridiculous to talk of giving Liberty of 
Conſcience(which yet few have now the fore- head to oppoſe). 
and at the ſame time imagine'thoſe Tefts that do exelude 
men that Service and Reward, ought to be contiaued : For 
though it does not oy concern: me, being.neither . 
Officer nag,Ppiff,-yet the Conſequence is general, and every 
party,even the Church of Exglexd, will find her ſelfconcern'd 

-upon refletion,; For ſhe-cannot aflure her ſelf..it may not 
come to be her turn. -. | | 

But, Is it :not an odd thing; that.by leaving:them on foot, . 


.every Body ſhall kave Liberty of Conſcience but.the Gover: 


went ? tor. while a man is out of Office, he is Te/t«free, but - 
the hour he is choſen to any. /tation, be it 1n the Legi/ation or 
Adminiſtration, he mult wiredrav his Conſcience to hold it, 
or be excluded with the. Brand of Diſſent : And can. this be 
equal or wiſe 2. Is this:the way to employ men for the good of 


. the Publick,, where Opinion prevails above wertse, and Abili- 
-ties are ſubmjtigd to :the humonr of "a Party; furely-none. can. 
. think this a Care for Diviſions; or that Animoſitics are like to- - 


be:prevented by the only ways ia the World that beget and 


:heighten them. .. Nor is it. poflible that the caſe. that ſhould 


be granted. can coutinue long when the Party in whoſe favour. - 


-they are not repeal'd,may thereby. be enabled to turn. the point | 


{word again upon Diſlenters. . (nl 
I know Helend is given inQbjettion to this, extent of. free- 


.dam,where only oxe. Per/waſion bas theGovernment,tho the reſt 
«their Liberty, : [But they don't conſider, firſt,. how, much more - 
[Holland & #»der the power of Neceſſity then we are. Next, That our 
.Conftitations differ greatly. For the firſt, *tis plain, in the little 
.compals they live in; the uncertainty agd precariouſneſs of 


the 


—_— : (0 ) 


bs « 


- the means" of their Riibfiſtance' : "That as they are-in'more 


danger of Drowning,ſo neerer ruin by any-Commotion in'the 


. State, then other .Countries are. Trading 1s their Support, 


This, keeps them buſy, 1 hat, makes them Rich ; and Wealth, 


 mturally gives them. ceutio#et the diforders that may ſpoil 


them of it. © This makes thegoverning Party'wary-how they 
uſe their power,-and the other Intereſts tender how they tefift 
it; for upoa 1t, they have reaſon to fear a publick Delglation;; 
ſince Holland has not a natural and-Domeltick Fyzd: to rely 


-upon, or return to from ſuch national Diſorders. . 


The next Confideration: is as-clear and Togent ; our:Con- 
ſtitutions differ mightily : + For' though they: have the! Name 
ofa Repwblick, yet in their choice, +n order to the Legiſlature 


. they are -much leſs free then we'are : And ſince the Free- 


holders of all Partics:in England may Elect, which in Holland 


: they can no more do-then they- cafi be-choſen, -there is good 
-reafon why all may be elefted to ſerve their King & Country 
here, that in Heland cannot -be-choſen orlerve. - And-'if our 


Powet to -chuſe be larger then theirsin- Holland, we are cer- 
tainly then a freer People, and ſo ought notto be conkin'd, 
-as they are about:what Perſdn:it-is'that muſt be choſen :- Me- 


 thinks-it bears no proportion,” ahid therefore-t'e Initance and 


Obje&ion are improper to our purpole. - ot; 
But it-is faid by ſome, That there cannot. be two:-predominant 
Religions, and if the Chiirch of England be zot tat, Papery 


by the Kings Favour u like tobe ſo. It is certain that"two pre- 


dominant Religions, would be two Uppermoits at ence, which 


is nonſence- every where : But as I cannot ce what need _ 


there-is for the Church of Exgland toloſe her Churhces or Re- 
venues, ſo while ſhe has them, Believe me,-ſhe is Predominant 
in the thing of the World that lics neareſt her Guides, But iT 


' were to ſpeak my inclination, Tcannotapprehend the necefli- 


ty of any Predominant Religion, underſtanding the ara 
Wi 
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ic with Per] Laws in the tale its The Miſchief of it, ina, 
Country of ſo many powerful Intereſts as this, I can-eaſily. 


; 42347 em 
"x" MESS BE. -:. k 
3 $i # _ 
53 EE : 
» - i 7 
: C 4 
A 


underſtand, having had the opertunity of ſeeing and feeling 


A -Tttoo: And becauſe nothing can. keep-up the Ball of Yen=. 
, - gance like ſuch a Predominans Religion, and that Penal Laws, , 
il - and Tefts are the means of the Domination, IT, for that rea- 

y ſon, think them fit to be Repeal'd, and let Engliſh Mankind. 
Jo fay AMEN. : 

> WW + Idonot love Quibling, but 'tis true, to a Lamentation,that- 
y WB © there is little of the power of Religion ſeen where there is ſuch. 

t - - a predominant one, unlels among thoſe it Domineers over. . 

g- I conclude, they that are ſo Predominant, and they thas- 
We ſeek tabeſo (be they who they will) moye by the ſame Spi-. 
re rit and Principle, and however differing their Pretentions and. 
£6 Ends may be, the odds arevery little to me, by. which it 
ud is I muſt certainly be Oppreſt. ; 
od - - Dare we then 4s (for once) 4s we would be. done.by, and 
ry ſhowthe World, we are not Religious wihout Juſtice, nor 
,ur Chriltians without Charity > That, Falfe ſelf ſhall notgovern. 
er- us againſt Trae ſe/f;, nor oppertunity make us Thieves, to our 
id, Neighbours for Gods fake ? the end of Tefing and Perſecuting - 
Ae- under every Revolution of Government. i this we canfind: 


'nd in oar Hearts to do, and yet as Men, and as Chriſtians,as Eng-. 
Fir liſh Men, we do but doour Duty, let the Penal Laws and Teſs | 
ave | deRepeal'd; andinorder toit, Let ws vow take thoſe meaſures 
ery of men apd things, that may give our Wiſhes and Endeavours. 
pre- thebeſt ſucceſs. for the publick good, that our. Poferity may. 


ich have more reaſon to bleſs our Memories for their Freedomand 
ced Security, then for their Nature and Inheritance. 

Re- # © a 
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